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THE ARCHITECTURE OF OIL: THE COLONIAL
REVIVAL IN BEAUMONT, TEXAS, 1902-1914
by Timothy M. Matthewson

In 1901 the Lucas gusher blew in at Beaumont, Texas. It was the first
oil well in the state that was followed by a long series of oil field
developments. The event has been heralded as inaugurating a new era in
the town, state, and nation. It made Beaumont into an oil boom town,
set off a rush for oil in the region, and with strikes elsewhere, provided
the nation with a cheap and abundant source of energy that lasted for
decades. For Beaumont, it meant an infusion of money and the descent
of a large transient population onto the town. It transformed Beaumont
from a 9,000 population market for cattle, timber, and rice into a hub
of the American petroleum industry and precipitated a building boom that
lasted until World War 1. 1 Much of the architecture of the boom days
period was as hastily demolished as it was thrown up, but some of it
remains and is the object of interest here.
During the pre-World War I boom, Colonial Revival residential
architecture of a distinctive type became a dominant form of building in
Beaumont, especially for the town's elite. The style first appeared in 1902
in the J. Frank Keith house, which set the pattern subsequently adapted,
modified, and reinterpreted by more than two dozen Beaumont families.
Some of the houses were designed by architects, while most appear to have
been constructed by contractors with a flair for design. Large,
13,OOO-square foot residences were constructed for some of the older preoil families, but the style was not the exclusive property of the elite, for
a few modest versions also appeared. Prior to the boom, a different
nationally recognized style, Queen Anne, dominated design in town, but
with the appearance of oil, the Colonial Revival also appeared and caught
the public eye.
To place these houses in perspective, we have conducted a national
search for examples of the form that the Colonial Revival took in town.
Examples of the type, or better subtype, have been located in Michigan,
Illinois, Virginia, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Nevada, New Jersey, and
other states. 2 The subtype was a national phenomenon; jf people were
building between the turn of the century and World War I, they often
selected the form of the Colonial Revival described below. Proportionally
speaking, however, Beaumont has an especially large collection because
it experienced a building boom during the years when the style was at its
peak of popularity. The Colonial Revival did take other forms in Beaumont, but we do not consider these other forms because they were few
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in number and because the houses presented below assumed a dominant
position within the stylistic label involved.
The Colonial Revival was a national phenomenon that was inspired
both by nationalism and a change in taste. By the time of the Centennial,
many American architects such as Robert S. Peabody of Boston, to cite
an important example, had set for themselves the goal of creating a distinctive national style of architecture. By the 18805 many architects had come
to agree that the most appropriate style for the United States was the
"colonial," a poorly defined term, which at that time was used to describe
the revival of any structure built in America between 1600 and 1840; the
users of the term did not respect the boundaries established by political
history. By the next decade the search for a national style centered on rather
free adaptations of Georgian architecture such as that exhibited in the
frequently published H.A.C. Taylor house of Newport, Rhode Island,
by architects McKim, Mead, and White, but in many circles (especially
in the South) meant the revival and modification of Greek Revival designs,
or as Southerners called such architecture, Southern Colonial. The Greek
Revival had followed SOllthern planters westward in the 18305 as they
moved into Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. In these states
it was identified with two-story, block-like structures of gabled or hipped
roof of low pitch with cornice lines emphasized by a wide band of trim,
but even more important, it was linked to the great, two-story portico
with colossal order columns or pillars. l In Texas a notable and influential
example of Southern Colonial has been the becolumned Texas governors'
mansion, which has the two·story portico extending across the front.
Southern Colonial was clearly reflected in the Colonial Revival houses
of Beaumont, but others - a minority of important ones - also showed
the influence of French classicism. During the period many of the nation's
leading architects had been educated abroad at the Ecole des Beaux Arts
of Paris, France, which was considered the leading architectural school
in the world. The impact of the Beaux Arts on the United States was
substantial because many of those educated in Paris played important roles
in founding American architectural schools and developing curricula along
French lines. Generally, Beaux-Arts designs executed by Americans
involved large public buildings such as the frequently published exhibitions
halls constructed for the World's Columbian Exhibition of 1893 in
Chicago, which epitomized the horror vacui- an abhorrence of
undecorated surface areas. This fashion appeared in Beaumont in the use
of ample applied ornament by some designers who decorated wall surfaces with swags, shields, and cartouches, facades with quions, pilasters,
pronounced cornices and columns usually paired with Ionic or Corinthian
capitals, and who employed grand stairways and other dramatic devices.
4

Some historians consider architects influenced by the Beaux-Arts
tradition staid, others suggest they are progressive, but it is important to
point out that the Colonial Revival houses of Beaumont embody some
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of the most important progressive design ideas of the decades prior to
World War I. Beaumont architects and builder-architects designed houses
with open plans, ample sources of natural light, and expansive porches.
These characteristics are part of a distinctively American tradition in
architecture t which Beaumonters could have absorbed from some Queen
Anne. Romanesque, Stick, or Shingle style houses. 5 The attention that
Beaumonters devoted to plan, lighting, and porches indicates that the
designers were attempting to come to terms with progressive trends in
design. Moreover, the attention they devoted to the creation of facades t
which drew on a variety of sources, shows that they had a positive attitude toward innovation, adaptation, and creativity.
The Colonial Revival dwellings of Beaumont were modeled on the
Connecticut house constructed at the World's Columbian Exposition of
1893. A careful search of contemporary architectural journals such as the
American Architect and Building News and mail-order pattern books does
not suggest that they derived from another source. The Exposition was
a major expression of the Colonial Revival, especially in the large number
of pavilions of colonial design constructed by the states, and simultaneously epitomized Beaux-Arts ideals. It was conceived to celebrate the
quadricentennial of the discovery of America and reveal the progress of
mankind over the centuries, but is remembered mainly as an enormously
popular display of American architectural skills. It attracted an estimated
twenty million visitors, and altered the course of American design for
decades, stimulating an enormous interest both in the colonial and BeauxArts design. Many have lamented the conservative influence of the
Exposition, but none have denied that it altered the course of events. ~
Warren R. Briggs (1850-1933) of Bridgeport, Connecticut, designed
the Connecticut Colonial Revival prototype seen in Chicago. As a young
man he had served an apprenticeship in the Boston office of Peabody and
Stearns, a leading architectural firm advocating the colonial revival, and
supplemented his education with studies at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. As
a resident of Connecticut, he lived in a state that was a center of Shinglestyle design t which also left its mark on Briggs t ideas. 7 In 1889 he was
elected by his colleagues a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects,
the highest award bestowed by the profession. He won recognition for
schools, courthouses, and city halls in Connecticut, Massachusetts t and
New York, and later strengthened his reputation by publishing Modern
American School Buildings (1899). The book combined a polemic on the
virtues of professionalism in architecture with a deep concern for plan,
lighting, ventilation, heating, and related questions. His obituary reported
that the book Olhad a wide circulation, and is used as a handbook in the
architectural schools." 8 Its concern with questions of function may have
accounted for its continued use even into the Bauhaus era.
The facade of the Connecticut State Building was an eclectic blend
of design features mainly associated with Beaux-Arts and colonial architec-
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ture. The house stood on a podium or base and had a projecting portico
supported by paired pillars of the colossal order. Across the width of the
house ran a single story porch woven into the portico. Behind the pillars
there was a symmetrical facade sheathed in clapboard painted "colonial"
yellow, while pilasters flanked the central entrance and protected the
corners of the structure. A hipped roof rose from the cornice that was
accented with modillions which culminated in a deck crowned by a
balustrade. Balanced dormers pointed to either side and completed the
composition. The design elements associated with the French school were
the paired columns, pronounced cornices and applied ornaments, while
the clapboard, twelve-light sash, and shutters were linked to the colonial.
Shingle-style architects devoted considerable attention to developing the
spatial possibilities of the porch. 9
The plan of the Connecticut State building modified the traditional
Georgia style according to progressive and Beaux-Arts ideas. The progressive appeared in the broadening of the entrance hall and placement
of the stairwell against an expanse of windows at the rear of the hall. The
effect was to make the house light and open it to nature and the outside,
while preserving the hall as an axis and the stairs as a dramatic focus of
attention, very much part of the Beaux-Arts tradition. Another progressive
change was to put a skylight in the center of the hipped roof, allowing
light to penetrate through the second to the first floor. In this way Briggs
preserved the centralized nature of the plan, which accorded with the ideas
of the Beaux-Arts, but made the house light and airy.
Although the facade of the Connecticut State Building echoed the
florid French classicism popular at the time, it was nevertheless perceived
as "coloniaL" The report of Connecticut's Commissioners to the Exposition said that the wood frame and clapboard building was "designed to
represent a type of structure that was in great favor among well-to-do
people in the state in colonial times [sic]," but was "not a reproduction
of any former edifice." 1 0 This statement of eclecticism may have come
from Briggs himself, for it was in line with current architectural theory,
which was originality an innovation resulting from an interaction between
the forces of continuity and change. ll
The building received considerable exposure at the Exposition. Its
guest register was signed by 26,000 visitors, and it was published and/or
discussed in the official guide. various illustrated histories, and other
publications. 12 One critic grumbled that the building "sacrificed everything
to comfort." 13 The comment ignores the monumentality of the facade,
but caught the spirit of the interior architecture, for it was open, humane,
people centered, and designed to meet their needs. The American Architect
and Building News reported on April 30, 1892 that the house would cost,
when completed, $10,000, but Benjamin Truman's history of the Exposition said that it came in at $12,500. After the fair it was disassembled
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and transported to West Haven, Connecticut, where it was displayed until
1918 when it burned. 14
An architect who found Briggs' design appealing was George F.
Barber (1854-1915) of Knoxville, Tennessee, a well-known operator-owner
of a mail-order architectural firm. He was self-taught and came to the
profession through landscape gardening. ls His responses to Briggs' design
materialized in several interpretations which appeared in two ephemeral
publications, Modern Dwellings and Modern American Homes, each of
which went through several editions and were distributed widely in the
United States between 1898 and 1907. 16 Among others a Barber version
of the Colonial Revival was used by Carroll L. Post (of cereal fame) to
build his house in Battle Creek, Michigan, which was published in 1898. 17
But it was Barber's Keith House, built in Beaumont in 1902, which influenced the course of design in this expanding Texas town.

J. Frank Keith was a leading Beaumont businessman who shared in
the oil wealth generated by the gushers of 1901. His house was published
in Barber's Types ofAmerican Homes, where it was said that the residence
was constructed of steel gray brick, with a roof of red Spanish tile, while
the porch and cornice were white. "Cost $40,000 ... The entire estate cost
$65,000. A spacious auditorium is also provided. H Ii Barber called the
design "Classic Colonial. "]9 The term seems to suggest the style was based
in colonial design but modified by Beaux-Arts ideals.
Barber's Keith House (fig. 1) employed elaborate applied ornament
on the facade, but the striking feature of the design was that it absorbed
\

\.

\

\

\

\

\

Figure 1: Plan of I.F. Keith house.
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Briggs' ideas and extended his progressive tendencies. Barber used the
porch across the front, and also wrapped it around the sides, fully twothirds on one, and one-third on the other. In addition he covered the
balcony by projecting the roof forward, which in effect reached out and
pulled the void of the porch into the house; thereby he integrated the porch
into the design and avoided a tacked-on look, while making the balcony
into a functional, shaded part of the composition. 20 In the interior of the
main floor Barber adopted progressive ideas by eliminating walls separating
rooms and employing double-pocket doors between others, thus creating
an open interior of impressive proportions. He enhanced the impact of
such decisions by using fOUf bays of windows at various places and one
set of French doors (which amounted to a wall of glass), thus opening
the house to the porch and nature beyond.
Henry Conrad Mauer (1873-1939), a Beaumont architect trained at
Brooklyn's Pratt Institute, designed a string of five Colonial Revival houses
for Beaumont clients between 1905 and 1909. His training at the New York
school emphasized Beaux-Arts ideals, as did all American architectural
schools at the time. He was the first person trained in an architectural
program to build a career in Beaumont. After graduation in June 1898
in a depression-ridden decade, he attempted to establish a practice at his
birthplace of La Grange, Texas, and in two other small Texas towns, but
moved to Beaumont shortly after the start of the oil rush, apparently
attracted by the building boom. 21
The McFaddin-Ward House (1905-1906) was the first of the series
of five he built, and although it followed closely on the heels of the Keith
house, it owed more to Briggs than to Barber. It was commissioned by
w.e. Averill and his wife "Di McFaddin Averill; he was from Maine,
which may account for the colonial New England - white clapboard,
twelve-light sash - aspects of the design. When the Averills ran into financial problems before construction was completed, they sold the house to
her brother and his wife. W.P.H. and Ida C. McFaddin. It was on land
owned by McFaddin and two associates that the first gusher erupted in
190I, and thus ample funds were available to pay the $30,000 that the
deed suggests was required to purchase the fashionable dwelling. 22
H

The facade of the McFaddin-Ward House echoed the Connecticut
State Building, but Mauer modified it in two ways. He first replaced the
earlier building's pediment with an enlarged dormer pushed back from
the facade, creating additional space under the eves. He also expanded
the porch into a V-shape, wrapping it around each side one-third of the
way back. In addition the plan of the wood frame and clapboard structure was rather open with double-width doors that led from the entrance
hall to two tiers of parlors. The same type doors also linked the parlors
to each other (fig. 2). Its openness was accented by oversized windows
in the front parlor, by a bay of windows off the dining room, and by
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Figure 2: Plan of the McFaddin- Ward House.

windows in pairs or threes in many rooms. A skylight that capped the
hipped roof was a link to the Connecticut buildings; it allowed light to
penetrate to the third floor through a secondary, interior skylight.
The reception given to the McFaddin-Ward House suggests that the
Colonial Revival may have proven popular in Beaumont because it was
seen as an extension of a regional tradition in architecture. A critic from
Southern Orchards and Homes published photographs of the house in
February 1909 and called it "Southern Colonial." At the time the term
meant Greek Revival and signified that the critic linked the house to structures such as the Texas governors' mansion and antebellum plantation
houses. The term may have come from the architect, Mauer, or the critic
himself, for as inhabitants of southeast Texas, they lived in an area heavily
influenced by the Southern Colonial tradition. 2l
In about 1908 Conrad Mauer designed the C.T. Heisig and the J.E.
Broussard residences, which are both more modest versions of the
McFaddin-Ward House, but he devoted special attention to the M.J. Bass
(ca. 1908) and Valentine Wiess (1908) compositions. 24 Both houses included
the distinctive combination of portico and porch which proved so popular
in Beaumont. The Bass house was elevated about five feet above the
ground on piers, unlike the others, which stood on lesser supports, and
stands out in that its roof line was modified in an innovative fashion. The
long ridge that connected the hipped roof to the corners of the porch roof
eliminated the balcony, but added a touch both graceful and unique to
the type.
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Mauer must have devoted considerable time to the house of Valentine Wiess, who was a leading businessman in town and a partner with
W.P.H. McFaddin in the Lucas Gusher lands. The house revealed the
influence of the Keith house design, especially in the handling of the portico
and porch, but had considerably less of the applied ornament of dentils,
swags, and wreaths found on the earlier house. It stood on a pedestal of
rusticated stone and was constructed of brick with stone quoined corners.
Mauer added something new by covering part of the side balcony. Such
expansion of the informal space proved to be one of the more popular
and serviceable ideas of the style. Many owners screened OT glassed portions
of the porches and balconies. Wiess went further by projecting the secondfloor side porch to cover the entire porte cochere and screening that area
as well.
An unknown architect or builder-architect designed a house in the
same style for Mally J. Eastham (ca. 1903), a businessman who served
as vice-president for both the Myrick Transportation and Texas Dredging
companies. l5 In Beaumont it was an innovative design due to the combination of portico and porch across the facade and one side. The porch
extended the full length of both and the balcony was covered by the forward extension of the roof. It had both the paired columns and broad
windows that characterized many examples of the style. In addition it was
a wood-frame structure covered with white clapboard and stood on piers
elevated a few feet above the ground. The applied ornament was restrained,
and the house's appeal was the simple one of columns marching off to
the right and left.
Frank Tipton Smith, a Beaumont builder-architect, designed and constructed a version of the Colonial Revival style for Lemmuel P. Ogden
on the southwestern fringe of town. Although Smith had no formal architectural education, he drew the plans himself. "Mrs. [Herbert] Harlan,"
one of Smith's daughters, "remembers her father drawing plans ... for
Beaumont houses at his ... desk. 26 Apparently he was one of the most
successful of the builder-architects, for he constructed in 1901 a residence
of impressive proportions for himself. He did the house for Ogden in 1903.
As evidenced by the facade of the Ogden house (fig. 3), Tipton Smith
reinterpreted the Colonial Revival in light of the Louisiana plantation
house. The most important change he introduced was the spacing of the
columns across the facade. He did not pair the columns as did several
other designers, but instead expanded the portico the full width of the
house and spaced the columns evenly across the front. In so doing he
appears to have returned to an older tradition in design which remained
influential in Southeast Texas. Later a local critic wrote that the Ogden
house was in the "Southern Plantation" style. 17
Smith's plan for the Ogden house appears to have absorbed its progressive tendencies from the Keith House. The entrances to the parlors
were not only through double-width pocket doors, but on one side of the
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Figure 3: Plan of the Ogden house. Drawn by Sam Daleo, Beaumont.

house no wall existed between the first and second parlors, thus opening
the main floor more than most other examples of the style. In the house
the eye roams through volumes of space and one enjoys interior vistas
of impressive proportions. In addition the builder-architect added fIoorto-ceiling windows in a house with twelve-foot ceilings, which opened the
house still further. This type of all window was unique to the style in Beaumont, and may have been derived from the Louisiana plantation house.
Since the residences built for S. Gary Burnett (ca. 1909), William H.
Turner (ca. 1909), and T.S. Reed, Jr. (ca. 1914) all had the evenly spaced
columns across the facade, it appears that the designers of these structures were also influence by Southern Colonial. 28 The three have the distinctive combination of portico and porch, but the architects modified the
design by projecting the roof forward to cover the balcony and employed
columns spaced like some Louisiana plantation houses. The three are wood
frame and clapboard structures, but have little of the applied ornament
often empJoyed by professionaJ architects trained in the schools of the
day. They stand out for their elegant simplicity. Their designers remain
anonymous.
The Burnett, Turner and Reed houses were typical in that they were
sited to take advantage of the breeze from the Gulf Coast. AJmost all the
Colonial Revival houses of Beaumont were located on newly platted land
on the west or south side of town, and were sited on the north side of
the street facing south. In this way the architects and builder-architects
afforded occupants maximum relief from the heat and humidity of
l
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Beaumont's merciless summer climate. The porches reached to sixteen feet
in width in some examples of the style and were one of the best places
available to spend an afternoon shielded from the sun. The Ogden house
was unusual in that it faced to the northeast.
The B.F. Quicksall (ca. 1909), J.C. Ward (1911), E.H. Pearce (ca.
1912), and W.C. Tyrrell (1913) residences are examples of the more modest
versions of the Colonial Revival built in Beaumont. The Quicksall and
Pearce houses were the smallest of the group, and had the portico supported by tall spindly columns, which imparted a rather ungainly quality.
The houses also lacked the balance of the larger examples. On the other
hand, the Ward and Tyrrell houses had columns evenly spaced across the
entire facade, but the facades of both structures, especially the one built
for the Ward family, looked as if the portico was an after thought. The
designer of the Ward house was James W. Heartficld, a builder-architect
of Beaumont; his choice of a Queen Anne type front dormer recessed back
from the portico did not enhance the quality of the composition but made
the portico appear tacked on. The portico of the Tyrrell House was in
fact an after thought, for the house was built in 1895 and remodeled in
1913 with the addition of the portico and porch to bring it up to date with
current style. With the exception of Heartfield, designers remain
unknown. 29
During the 1920s the Colonial Revival in Beaumont turned
archaeological. The houses constructed between 1902 and 1914 had been
rather free adaptations of the colonial, drawing on a variety of sources,
but after the World War I, designers such as Henry Conrad Mauer and
others turned to producing recognizably Georgian and Federal style houses,
eschewing their former interest in innovation and adaptation. As in other
sections of the United States, reproductions of George Washington's
Mount Vernon began to appear, suggesting that a reaction had set in
against the creative borrowing of the pre-war era. Contemporaries had
called the earlier houses colonial, but in the 1920s architects and their clients
produced houses that looked much as if they had been built in the northeastern states during the period prior to American independence.
Between the Lucas gusher and World War I, Beaumont experienced
a building boom that left the thriving town with a distinctive crop of Colonial Revival houses. The Colonial Revival has often been criticized, while
Beaux-Arts design has been dismissed as "florid pomposity" and "wedding
cake architecture. However, our analysis suggests that many architects
and builder-architects of Beaumont had a positive attitude toward innovation and that they created many impressive compositions. Moreover. the
type incorporated the leading progressive design ideas of the day. The
houses are people centered, open, humane - livable and comfortable.
One may look at the facades and see only the monumental, formal, and
ceremonal aspects but closer inspection shows creativity and open plans,
lt
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ample glass, and expansive porches. It is these Qualities that are often
overlooked and that establish a claim to our respect and attention.

NOTES
'lames A. Clark and Michael T. Halbouty. Spindlctop (New York. 1952); Judith W.
Linsley and Ellen W. Rienstra, Beaumont: A Chronicle of Promise (Woodland Hills, Calif.,

1982).
'After locating sixty-six examples of the subtype - fifteen in Beaumont; twenty-two
others in the state; and the remainder scattered around the nation - we halted the search
for examples. lowe several examples to Michael Tomlan of Cornell University, William
Rhoads of the State University College at New Pahz, New York, Blake Alexander of the
University of Texas at Austin. and Peter Maxson of the Texas Historical Commission, Austin.
Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York, 1984).
p. 345, define the style presented in this essay as a subtype of "Neoclassical," which is a
credible interpretation; but a main point of our research is to show that contemporary
Southerners called the style Southern Colonial.
~Wi11iam Rhoads. "The Colonial Revival and American Nationalism," Journal of che
Society of Architectural Historians, XXXV (December 1976), pp. 234-54. William Rhoads,
The Colonial Re~'ival, 2 v01s .• (New York, 1977); see vol. 1, pp. xxxvi-xxxiv, for examples
of the imprecision with which contemporaries used the word colonial, and pp. 112-1 J6 for

a discussion of the South and Southern Colonial.
Also useful on the national background are Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revi~'al Architecture in America (New York, 1944); Mardges Bacon, "Toward a National Style of Architecture: The Beaux-Arts Interpretation of the Colonial Revival." in Alan Axelrod, cd., The
Colonial Revival in America (New York, 1985). pp. 184-216; Wheaton A. Holden, "The
Peabody Touch: Peabocy and Stearns of Boston, 1870-1917," Journal of the Society of
Architectural Historians, 31 (May 1973). pp. 114-131; Walter K. Sturgis, "Arthur Little and
the Colonial Revival," Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 32 (May 1973),
pp. 147·63; Richard G. Wilson, "The Early Work of Charles F. McKim: Country House
Commissions," Winterthur Portfolio, 14 (Autumn 1979), 235-67; and Brooklyn Museum,
The American Renaissance, 1876-1917 (Brooklyn, New York. 1979).
On Texas and the South there is lillIe of value in print dealing with the Colonial Revival
in the early twentieth century. An exception is Howard Barnstone, The Architecture of John
F. SCBLlb: HOLlston and the South (Austin. 1979). See note 23 for useful background studies
dealing with the nineteenth century. The H.A.C. Taylor house is published in Vincent l.
Scully, Jr.. The Shingle Style and Stick Style, rev, ed., (New Haven, 1971), fig. 149.

40 n the Beaux-Arts influence on American architecture sec William Jordy, American
Buildings and Their Architects: Progressive and Academic Ideals at the Turn of the Twentieth Century (Garden City. New York. 1972). On the World's Columbian Exposition see
Stanley Appelbaum's well-illustrated photo history, The Chicago World's Fair of 1893 (New
York, 1980). Examples of American Beaux-Arts designs will be found in McAlester, Field
Guide to American Houses. pp. 378-85, and John C. Poppeliers, ec a1., What Style Is It?
(Washington, D.C.), PP. 66·69.
IScully, Shingle Style, pp. 54-55. David P. Handlin, The American Home: Architecture and Society, 1815-1915 (Boston, 1979), pp. 330-331.
'Susan P. Schoe1wer, "Curious Relics and Quaint Scenes: The Colonial Revival at
Chicago's Great Fair," in Axelrod. ed., Colonial Revival in America, pp. 184-216, Stanley
Appelbaum, ed., The Chicago World's Fair of 1893 (New York, 1980).
'Wheaton, "' Peabody Touch, " p. 131; Henry F. and Elsie Whitey, eds., Biographical
Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased) (Los Angeles, 1970), p. 76; N.C. Osborn,
Men of Mark in Connecticut, 3 vols., (Hartford, Conn., 1907), I, pp. 143-44: A.N. Marquis,
ed., Who's Who in America, 16 (Chicago, 1930-1931), p. 378.
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IQuoted in "Warren Richard Briggs, Architect, Dies at 82," Bridgeporl Post, May
30, 1933 and The New York Times, May 31, 1933.
'Scully, Shingle Style, p. 71.
'"Quoted in Connecticut at the World's Fair, Report ofche Commissioners from Connecticut of the Columbian Exhibitions of 1893 at Chicago (Hartford, Conn., 1898), p. 43.
"Richard W, Longstreath. "Academic Eclectism in American Architecture," Winterthur Portfolio, 17 (Spring, 1982), p. 57. See also Carroll Meeks, "Creative Eclecticism,"
Journal of the Society ofArchitectural Historians, 12 (December 1953), pp. 1.5-18, and Walter
C. Kidney, The Architecture of Choice: Eclecticism in America. 1880-J930(New York, 1974).
1210seph Flinn, Official Guide to the World's Columbian Exposition (Chicago, 1893).
pp. 132, 134; Rossiter Johnson, A History of the World's Columbian Exposition, 4 vols.,
(New York, 1891), II, pp. 441-2; Benjamin C. Truman, History of the World's Fair
(Philadelphia, 1893), p. 462; James B. Campbell, IJJustrated History of the World's Fair
Photographed (Chicago, 1893), p. 16; James W, Shepp, Shepp's World's Fair Photographed (Chicago, 1893), p. 365; Halligan's Illustrated World. A Portfolio of Views of the World's
Columbian Exposition . .. , World's Fair Series, vol. I, no. 11. (April 5. 1984), n.p.
IJQuoted in Schoe1wer, "Chicago's Great Fair," p, 192.
"Truman, History, p. 462; Federal Works Agency, History of West Haven, Connecticut, 1648-1940 (West Haven, Conn., 1940), p. 26.
IlThe best source on Barber is Michael Tomlan's introduction to George F. Barber's

Cottage Souvenir No.2 (Watkins Glen, New York, 1982).
16George F. Barber, Modern Dwellings (Knoxville, Tenn., [nine known editionsl,
1898-1907); Modern American Homes (Knoxville, Tenn., [five editions known, yearly],
1903-1907); James L. Gavin, "Mail~Order House Plans and American Victorian Architec~
ture," Wincerthur Portfolio, 16 (1981), pp. 309-34.
I'Tomlan, George F. Baker's Cottage Souvenir, pp. 14-15.
IIBacber, Types of American Homes, (n.d., n.p.), p. 11. Michael Tomlan graciously
sent me a photocopy of this ephemeral publication.
I~Tom1an, George F. Barber . . _, p. 15; George F. Barber, Modern American Dwellings
(Knox,,'iIIe, Tenn., 1904), pp. 198-203.

2°This was exactly the way Shingle style architects handled the porch. Scully, Shingle

Style, pp. 54-55, 71.
~'On Mauer see Dermot H. Hardy and Ingham S. Roberts. Historical Review of SouthEast Texas, 2 vols., (Chicago, 1910), II, pp. 566-67; "H.C. Mauer, Sf. Is Taken by Death,"
Beaumont Journal, July 7. 1939. On Pratt's curriculum see Prall Institute Monthly, 7
(December, 1898), pp. 65-66; The Pratt Institute Bulletin, 1897-1898 lists Mauer as a graduate

of the architecture program.
"On Averill see "Memories of Col. Averill," Beaumont Enterprise, March 13. 1932;
"New Averill Home Is A Credit To The City: H.C. Mauer, The Architect, Is Responsible

For The Beautiful and The Excellent Plan," BeaumOnl Encerprise, October 25, 1905. On
[he sale of the house, see Warranty Deeds, 921218,92/219,94/333,95/60, Jefferson County
Courthouse.
llDorothy K. Bracken, Early Texas Homes (Dallas, 1956); Drury B. Alexander, Texas
Homes of the Nineteenth Century (Austin, 1966); Wilard B. Robinson, Gone from Texas
(College Station, 1981); Rhoads, Colonia} Revival, I, pp. 114-15.
2'Mauer himself claimed he designed all four houses; see Hardy and Roberts, Historical
Review, pp. 566-67. On the Wiess house see "Landmark Being Demolished Here," Beaumont Journal, May 2, 1958. On the Broussard house see "Joe E. Broussard Residence ... t" Beaumont Journal, May 19, 1961.
HO n the Eastham house see The Standard Blue Book of Texas, 1908-09. Edition De
Luxe of Beaumont (Houston, 1908), p. 168.
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26Quoted in "Old Ogden House," Beaumont Journal, March 10, 1961. See also Edythe
R. Capreol, "The (Ogden-] Stuart-Griffin Home," Texas Gulf Historical and Biographical
Record, 7 (Nov. 1971), pp. 57-61.
2'Quoted in "Stuart and Kyle Homes," Beaumont Enterprise, July 31, 1972. A very
similar house was called "Southern Colonial," see Beaumont Journal, July 14, 1961.
210n Burnett see his obituary, Beaumont Journal, December 7, 1938. Turner's obituary
is in the same newspaper, November II, 1933. Dates of construction were determined by
resort to the city directories.
2;On the Tyrrell house see "Initial Cottage Later Enlarged," Beaumont Journal, April
21, 1961. On the Reed House see Beaumont Enterprise, June 29, 1929. Emma Ward Kelso
of Beaumont (now deceased) provided the information about the house of her father, J.C.
Ward, in an interview of June 20, 1985. With the exception of the Ward and Tyrrell houses
the dates of construction were determined by city directories.
The Turner, Ward, Pearce, and Quicksall houses still stand, but the Broussard and Heisig
houses by Mauer (mentioned above) and the TyrreLL and Reed houses were demolished at
unknown dates_
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WOMEN EDUCATORS IN TEXAS, 1850·1900:
WERE THEY FEMINISTS?

by Sylvia Hunt
That the experiences and opinions of women educators in Texas from
1850 to 1900 helped to pioneer new patterns emerging in the sphere of
women's rights during this period is the major focus of this research. l
The idea that the feminist movement of today had its roots in the social
changes of the nineteenth century can be documented by taking a look
at the women who were involved in those changes of a hundred years ago. 2
Women teachers provide the best source for that documentation because
teaching was the first profession to be socially acceptable for women. It
was the training ground for feminists. 3
The first order of priority is to establish the national picture by
describing the social conditions of the nineteenth century and identifying
nationally recognized women teacher-feminists. 4 Then a study of Texas
teachers will place them in the context of the national picture. This study
has been approached by the compilation of a list of 106 women who were
teaching in Texas between 1850 and 1900 l including as many facts as possible about each, J and an analysis of primary sources and personal writings
of eleven Texas teachers of the same period. 6
Several social conditions of the nineteenth century aided in removing many obstacles previously hindering aspiring women. The theory that
teaching was an extension of mothering became widely accepted and there
was a corresponding increase in opportunities for women in higher education. 7 Therefore, by the turn of the century, a field of public responsibility, underwritten by taxation, and a professional aspiration was not only
open but virtually reserved to women. ~
Moving from the field of theory to the world of economic reality
shows that women outnumbered men. 9 fostering the need for women to
be able to support themselves as well as to take the teaching positions left
open by men. Between 1840 and 1880. the number of female teachers tripled to make up eighty percent of the elementary school teaching force. In
the 18805, women routinely were trained in colleges in special postsecondary schools and classes and actively recruited for jobs in the new
graded schools in cities and large towns. Between 1870 and 1900, the first
women began to appear on college faculties. 10 By 1886 there were 266 colleges for women, 207 coeducational institutions. and fifty-six agricultural
and mechanical, medical, and scientific institutions which accepted
women. 11 Women's right to a higher education as necessary preparation
for their future profession of mother-teacher had been established.
Women l did not, as had been feared, develop illness from the strains of
studying, neither did they prove lacking in mental capacities. '2
Sylvia Hunt teaches at East Texas Baptist University.
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Andrew Sinclair observed that reforms do not come singly; one leads
to another and reformers are linked by time and place. I J Women first came
to be regarded as the guardians of the public morality as they reformed
the ignorance and squalor of children. 14 As guardians of this public
morality, women also began to lead the reform movements in temperance
and abolition which provided the training ground in leadership and
organization for women suffrage. Women gained the franchise and
qualified for office in local school elections long before they obtained the
privileges of general e1ections;15 this fact was used to buttress the argument that women should vote because their moral perspective and domestic
responsibilities allied them with those anxious to ameliorate the problems
of an increasingly complex world. 16
As women began to participate in public affairs as teachers and voters
on school issues, their role as both civilizers and community leaders became
more prominent. It could be seen that public life need not cause
defeminization or change women's basic domestic instincts, and they could
enter public life in other areas as well. As Willard Eisbree confirms,
"Public respect for the civic contribution of women improved steadily," 11
All these factors combined to give women in the nineteenth century the
opportunity to prove their capability and establish their economic value
and taste of independence.
Many of the early leaders of the women's rights movement were
teachers. These women became accustomed to earning their own bread
by their own work. They knew personally of the injustice of receiving one
dollar for every ten that a man received, thus becoming aware of
discrimination against their sex. They knew first hand how badly society
needed reforming when children had so little opportunity to learn. If they
were reformers by temperament, then they were tempted to come out and
do battle for their sex. IS The most prominent of these national teacherreformers were Catherine Beecher, Martha Carey Thomas, Emma Hart
Willard. Frances E. Willard, Maria Mitchell, and Susan B. Anthony,
William O'Neill's view that Catherine Beecher was not a feminist 19
is incorrect. Her ideas were radical for the times and she was brilliant
enough to realize that she could accomplish more for her cause by remaining within certain guidelines and leaving more advanced ideas for later,
after initial basic victories had been won. She stated that
inasmuch as popular education was the topic which was every day

rising in interest and importance, it seemed to me that to fall into
this current, and organize our sex, as women, to secure the proper
education of the destitute children of our land was the better form
of presenting the object rather than to start it as an effort for the elevation of woman. By this method, many embarrassments would be
escaped and many advantages secured. 20

In visualizing universities designed for women but equal in academic
quality to Harvard, she founded the Hartford Female Seminary in 1823
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as "the means whereby she could define a new relationship with the culture
and assert social , religious and intellectualleadership."21 As she brought
female students out of the homes of their parents into a boarding home
operated as part of the school, she brought about change in socialization
patterns. Women were able at her school to enjoy an intense communal
experience and establish sororital ties of an intimate and rewarding
character. They regarded themselves as an elite with special privileges and
responsibilities. 22 The boarding school concept implied the replacement
of the paterfamilias by a woman as head of household. 23
Further, Catherine Beecher argued
that woman's usefulness and happiness are equal in value to man's,
and consequently that she has a right to equal advantages for gaining
them, that she is unjustly deprived of such equal advantages and that
organization and agitation to gain them is her privilege and duty. H

She urged women to capture the profession of teaching and once
ensconced I to reach out and shape frontier communities:
soon her influence in the village will create a new demand for laborers
and then she will summon from among her friends at home, the nurse
... the seamstress, and the mantuamaker; and these will prove her
auxiliaries in good moral influence . . .. 25

Here is, in the nineteenth century, the first call for networking.
Beecher also asserted that women ought never to marry except for
pure affection. She felt that to marry for a position or for something to
do was a deplorable wrong. "But how many women for want of a high
and honorable profession are led to this melancholy course. Only the
teacher can discern before her the road to honorable independence and
extensive usefulness. "26 Like Beecher herseiC a teacher could travel, live
in the company of other women, spend money as she chose, and still
remain a true woman. 17
Finally, Beecher was the first to contradict the idea that women were
too frail for education or working. She countered in an extraordinarily
modern way that it was the idle woman who grew sick from the absence
of serious work. Such women often became parlor ornaments, forced into· rounds of superficial social obligations. Teaching, Beecher believed,
would end this debilitating and enforced idleness. 28 Taken together these
actions and arguments not only do a feminist make, but form the basis
of the twentieth-century movement.
Martha Carey Thomas was another noted reformer-teacher who spent
her time and energy trying to change a society that consigned females to
inferior positions and occupations. She made it her job to foster institutions that would equip women for service in the world and that would
endow them with knowledge, skills, and prestige previously reserved for
men. Contrary to Catherine Beecher, she thought sexual instincts, marriage , and children interferred with women's higher achievements. As a
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girl she had assessed the costs of maternity: "If a woman has children,
I do not see but what she will have to, at least for sometime, give up her
work: and of all things taking care of children does seem the most utterly
unintellectual. .. U
In 1883, M. Carey Thomas became dean and professor of English
of Bryn Mawr. In 1894, she became president of Bryn Mawr and by the
time her presidency had ended. the "college woman" had emerged as a
distinct and privileged species of femininity. 30 Thomas predicted that eventually the college alumna would rebel against the dreariness of house work
and pay for domestic services with money earned in more interesting work.
Given the small size of their families, college women would not have any
excuse to linger at home as mothers once their children were in school,
but would seize the chance to leave their housework and use their minds
again. One way or another. the potential earning power of the collegeeducated woman would be utilized. As a result, she would be so tempting
a catch that not fifty but 100 percent of the nation's female college
graduates would marry; men of moderate incomes would not be able to
afford to marry any other women. 31
Emma Hart Willard began her teaching career at the age of sixteen
and later established a boarding school for girls at Middlebury, Vermont,
augmenting the new socialization patterns along with Catherine Beecher.
In Watertown, New York, she founded a ladies' seminary, which was
moved ultimately to Troy, New York, and named the Emma Willard
School. She had persuaded the governor and town council to vote a $4,000
appropriation for the school, which became the first endowed school for
women. H
Willard's school turned out hundreds of progressive and well-educated
women teachers, trained in mathematics, social studies, and other formerly
"male" courses. Shocked parents protested in dismay and anger when
they discovered that Willard was teaching anatomy classes in her school,
introducing a whole generation of young ladies to the secrets of the central nervous system and reproductive organs of frogs. 33 In 1838. Willard
relinquished Troy Seminary to her daughter-in-law and son. She was briefly
superintendent of schools in Hartford. Connecticut. and then spent the
rest of her years advocating women's right to intellectual equality.
Francis E. Willard is best known as the president of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union (1879). Dr. Willard's temperance reform
overshadows other facets of her career, which are mentioned rarely in textbooks. After teaching for fourteen years, she became professor of
aesthetics and dean of the Women's College, Northwestern University.
"Do everything" was her motto, and Dr. Willard and her dedicated group
attempted to expose the country's prison reform policies, worked for the
establishment of kindergartens, and campaigned for reforms to eliminate
prostitution. By 1880, the WCTU was ready to stand firm behind the national suffrage movement. l4 Christianity and temperance were the WCTU's
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main tenets, yet no group did more to subvert the traditional role of
women, or implant in its members a sort of unselfconscious radicalism
that would have turned the conservative male speechless if he had taken
the time and the trouble to listen to what the ladies were saying. 15
Maria Mitchell was a Vassar College professor. She was unremitting
in trying to advance the position of women in the field of science. She
was an advocate of woman suffrage and was the president of the Association for the Advancement of Women, which she helped to found in 1873. 36
The inequities in teacher salaries humiliated and enraged Susan B.
Anthony and constituted one of the experiences that turned her into a
feminist. Born in 1820, she became a teacher during an economic crisis
that increased the number of women in the labor force. She became assistant principal of a girls' school in New Rochelle, New York, earning $30
for fifteen weeks of work. Later she took charge of a school in another
New York community, earning $2.50 a week - replacing a male teacher
who performed the same duties for $10 a week. For two years, beginning
in 1843, she was principal of a coeducational academy in Canajoharie,
New York.
Anthony became a member of the predominantly male New York
State Teachers Association and scandalized the educators by demanding
the floor at a state convention in 1852. Following the shocked silence,
a resolution was passed providing that thereafter NYST A would recognize
"the rights of female teachers to share in all privileges and deliberations
of this body."J? At the same time a resolution was passed to equalize the
grossly inadequate salaries of female educators.
From the information about these six nationally recognized teacherreformers the following tabulations emerge:
2 founded women's seminaries with boarding
2 were presidents or deans of women's colleges
1 was a superintendent of schools
4 published material that advocated reform
2 were presidents of national reform organizations
1 was the object of discrimination
1

was a member of a predominantly male state organization

These tabulations show that teachers were involved in the attempt to
remove sex-specific limits on women's opportunities and capacities. Their
efforts were calculated, overt, and effective. As leaders, they paved the
way for the twentieth-century movement.
What, then, was happening in Texas? Following the spirit of these
national leaders, many Texas women were founding their own schools,
agitating for reform, taking the risk of changing positions for higher pay,
or simply doing the best job possible for the advancement of their students
as well as for their own intellectual challenge.
The compiled list of 106 Texas teachers has provided tabulations
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which parallel the tabulations on the national leaders:
45 founded schools
2 were presidents of colleges
1 was a dean of a college
18 were college teachers
2 were superintendents
12 were principals
23 published books or articles
2 received the doctor of philosophy degree
1 was an inventor
2 were leaders in the Texas suffrage movement

A reading of the information provided by this list shows that, like
the national leaders, Texas teachers were self-starters, hardworking, inventive, articulate, and reformative. They were interested in improving
their own education as well as that of others. Observant and caring, they
assessed the problems at hand and set to work to solve them, utilizing
whatever resources were available. Like teachers of today, they were busy
and had little time to keep a diary or write memoirs. The myth that once
married, women stopped being anything but housewives and mothers is
certainly refuted in Texas: thirty-seven of the 106 were married. H
From this list of Texas teachers, primary sources about two women
noted as "outstanding educators" in the state and the personal writings
of nine other teachers have been located. The outstanding educators were
Emma Bonfoey and Willie Andrews. The nine other teachers were Laura
Clark Carpenter, Melinda Rankin, Eudora Inez Moore, Cecilia Townsend, Margaret Hill Hicks, Emma Moore, Mattie Bell Anderson, Lillian
Wester, and Bettie Ward Park. A study of this information provides the
answer to the question: Were they feminists?
Emma Bonfoey and Willie Andrews both migrated to Texas from
other states with their husbands, and founded their own schools. Both
offered boarding: Bonfoey, for women, which was still a novelty;
Andrews, coeducational boarding, which was almost unheard of. Both
women were the victims of premature and violent deaths and neither left
any memoirs. 39
Emma Bonfoey moved to Marshall, Texas, (from Maryland) in the
1840s. She saw a need for a school of higher education for young ladies,

so she founded and became the head of the Marshall Young Ladies
Seminary in 1842. She found it necessary to travel to the North to secure
more teachers for her institute. In addition to her educational work, she
was the wife of a district judge and the mother of four boys. The Harrison
Flag, a local newspaper, in 1858 commended her work: "A more capable
or deserving teacher never served the public .... Her success is not a
problem, but may be regarded as a certainty.'''o In 1850, she united her
school with the Marshall Masonic Female Institute and became the viceprincipal. The state legislature soon conferred the power to issue collegiate
degrees on the institute's board of directors and by 1851 it had a hundred

22

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

students. In 1852, Bonfoey left the Masonic Female Institute and the
following year opened another school for girls, offering the same basic
courses. 41 She continued her school during the Civil War and, at the time
of her death, had been carrying on her educational work for twenty years.
She had also made profitable investments in cotton. 42
Like Catherine Beecher, Emma Bonfoey wanted to improve education for women so she founded her own school. She was not as aware
of changing socialization patterns as was Beecher, but saw the necessity
of providing a place to live for young women who attended her school.
The fact that she was made only the vice principal when she combined
her school with the Masons' may have constituted discrimination and may
have been the reason she left this school to found yet another of her own,
although evidence to support these conclusions remains undiscovered. As
did Beecher, she travelled and spent money on her own investments.
Willie Andrews and her husband came to Texas from Virginia in a
covered wagon in 1866. Her first school was a one-room log hut on the
Nixon farm in Luling. Soon the Andrews bought their own farm and constructed a large house for their boarding school with cottages nearby where
boys were to live. It became known as Science Hall Institute and they ran
it from 1870 to 1888. One amusing anecdote remains from Science Hall
days. It seems that spring fever was in the air, and the students petitioned
for a holiday on April Fool's Day. Willie Andrews ruled against it. To
get even with her for such a harsh ruling, the boys decided to hold the
Andrews prisoners in their rooms the next day. Girl students were also
locked in their rooms, for fear some "scaredy cat" would spoil the fun.
Finally Andrews relented and granted the holiday. The students had their
way. but Andrews was the moral victor. She served a breakfast of hot
biscuits, honey, and cool, rich milk. When the pupils tried to eat their
biscuits, they discovered that Andrews had put cotton in the batter.

By 1888, the Andrew's own children were ready to enter the university so they prepared for a move to Austin. The city of Austin was so
eager to have Andrews move her school there that it presented her with
a lot on East Twelfth Street as a gift, asking that the school be built there.
This school was known as the Austin Home Institute and attained such
standing as a preparatory institution that its graduates could enter the
University of Texas without entrance examinations. The Austin Home Institute closed in 1895 upon the death of Willie Andrews. 43
Willie Andrews was one of many selfless, hardworking teachers. Her
goal was to improve education in Texas rather than concentrate her efforts on women alone. By placing males and females in the same boarding
school, she provided an equal setting with equal opportunities to learn
and excel for both sexes. In so doing. she exceeded the national examples
set by Catherine Beecher and Emma Willard.
The nine women who left personal writings have provided a variety
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of positive reasons for undertaking teaching. These reasons range from
a need to support themselves to a desire to see the world. For all the difficulties they overcame, they were aware of a great opportunity to extend
culture. Their communities responded with raises and appreciation for
their good influence in the community. 44
The difficulties they held in common were the necessity of starting
a school and recruiting students by themselves; poor and improvised equip-

ment; cleaning and heating the school themselves; teaching all grades, ages,
and subjects; disciplining large and rowdy boys; contending with petty
trustees; and "boarding round. I I Yet their writings evidence positive
outlooks, wit, humor, and attempts at historical accuracy.
Laura Clark Carpenter came to Texas in 1850 as "school marm" from
Hampden, Maine. Her memoirs include two letters to her father that contain the thoughts and observations of a refined and well-educated young
lady. The first letter was from Boston in 1850, where she was awaiting
the arrival of the ship to Brazoria. There she would have employment as
a teacher. The second letter was written after her establishment in Brazoria
at the plantation of a Mr. Reese. She had a one-room school house "built
expressly" for her and ten students, the nieces, nephews, sons, and
daughters of Reese. She enjoyed the autonomy of deciding everything concerning the school "without questioning or fault-finding" from her
employer. She spoke of free time to do as she pleased, having black servants to do everything and being "monarch" of all she surveyed. She was
proud of her salary of $250 a year plus room and board. 45
Laura Carpenter was a woman who determined the pace of her own
life by getting an education. finding a job, and leaving one culture to join
another in order to take that job. 46 Not a leader nor an agitator, she instead
paved the way for others by living a successful example.
Melinda Rankin's life spanned most of the nineteenth century I
1811-1888. Mary Ley, in Journey from Ignorant Ridge, describes her as
one of the great pioneers in Texas. Born in New England, she migrated
West and by the 1840s reached Mississippi, where reports of the Mexican
War and the religious situation prompted her resolve to go there. She could
not get into Mexico at this time because she was a Protestant, so she
departed for Texas alone. She taught at the Huntsville Male and Female
Academy (1847-1848), opened a school for Mexicans on the border (1852),
and then opened the Rio Grande Female Seminary (1854). She raised
money for her schools by travelling on fund-raising trips to England.
Because of her pro-Union sympathies, she was forced to surrender her
school to another teacher in 1862. After the Civil War, she opened the
first Protestant mission in Mexico in 1866 and a school for the children
of ex-slaves in New Orleans. She was the author of three books: Texas
in 1850, Twenty Years Among the Mexicans, and A Narrative of Missionary Labor, 1875. She advocated state textbook adoptions and the
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founding of a female seminary, regularly endowed, to elevate the standard
of female education. 47
Melinda Rankin was definitely a reformer. She, like several of the
national leaders, published works advocating reform. As did Emma
Willard, she sought endowment for her schools. As did Catherine Beecher,
she travelled in pursuit of her goals.
Eudora Inez Moore saw the rise and fall of Indianola. Her "Recollections of Indianola" were published in the Wharton Spectator in 1934 and
were later included in a volume entitled Indianola Scrapbook. 48 There is
only one paragraph in her memoirs about teaching. Her description is of
a one-room school house with only seven pupils, all boys of various ages.
Although few other facts can be gleaned from this paragraph, it shows
the thoughts of a kind woman with empathy and concern for others. At
this time she was single and helped to support her family by teaching during troubled economic times.
The remainder of her writings tell of extreme hardships of the citizens
of Indianola with cholera and yellow fever, and of ingenious methods of
making life as comfortable as possible out of almost nothing. All is
recorded in an uncomplaining way without a hint of self-pity. She included a matter-of-fact account of the occupation of Indianola by Yankee
troops during the Civil War. Her own home was used for overnight
quarters by a dozen soldiers and her family later took in and nursed back
to health a captain. Eudora Moore must have been a plucky woman
because when her father went outside to protest the driving off of their
hogs by some black soldiers, she rushed out and told them not to touch
her father as they were threatening "to beat his brains out if he moved
a step farther."
In 1875, a hurricane hit Indianola and Moore's father drowned. She
and her mother moved to the Pierce ranch where she taught the children.
Later she and her mother moved to Ashby on Tres Palacios Creek where
she built a house. Her memoirs state that she taught school in Matagorda
County from 1875 through 1886. About 1906 she went to live on a ranch
near Wimberly with her widowed niece. Eudora Moore acted as companion to her niece and governess to the four children. She lived out her
life here, writing her memoirs and composing poetry. She died in 1933
while trying to get her memoirs published. 4~
Eudora Moore worked all her life at teaching in order to support
herself and her family. She is but one of the many Texas women educators
who did the work at hand, whatever it was, because there was no one else
to do it. As a single woman and head of a household, she, at one time,
owned her own home and moved several times during the course of her
life in order to find employment.
Cecilia Townsend was born in Natchitoches, Louisiana, in 1840. Her
father was Austrian with a title that had been conferred by Maria Teresa.
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He was well-educated and had travelled to the large cities of Europe. Her
mother was German. Cecilia moved with her parents to New Orleans when
she was quite small and attended school there. Her recollections describe
the city as dreamy and her youth as full of music, operas, and concerts.
In 1854, the family decided to move to Texas, but before they could go,
Cecilia's father suddenly died. He had had plans to send Cecilia to Paris
to study music and to visit their relations in Europe; but none of these
plans came about after his death, and the family moved to Austin, Texas.
Cecilia married in 1860. She then spoke of the slaves being freed after
the war and the economic problems that this caused her family. She taught
private music lessons, gave concerts, and taught one session at a school
held at the First Baptist Church in order to augment the family income.
After they began to prosper, she continued to teach because it kept her
interested and interesting, and she did not have anything else to do. After
the death of her husband, she bought and sold property in an effort to
amass an inheritance for her son. Her memoirs were written when she
was fifty-seven years old as a letter to her son to describe her life and the
assets she would be leaving to him. ~o
Cecilia Townsend provides an example of a woman who continued
to teach after the need for an added income had passed. She did so for
the intellectual stimulation, defying the "parlor ornament" image so common in the Victorian Era.
Margaret Hill Hicks entitled her memoirs "Memories of Ancestors."
Her first teaching job was in the first radical public school in Texas at
Bryan. She was another single, young women who needed to help the low
finances of her family. In 1874, she went to Rockdale, where there was
no school, and recruited her own students. Her memoirs describe these
efforts as well as her first year of teaching at the public school which was
opened the next year. She applied for the job of principal, but it was given
to a man who could "wallop the boys," as the trustees wrote. This man
had a wooden leg and Margaret told of his ability to "twist his leg around
and knock a boy off his feet before he could think." Under the discipline
of this man, the school's atmosphere became so oppressive that the trustees
hired a different principal the next year. In 1876, the new principal of
the school proposed to Margaret. He was an older man and she was highly
incensed at his proposal, especially since she was already in love with her
future husband. She felt she must quit the public school, even though she
still needed money. She decided to open another private school. Her
philosophy of education was that the best way to control young people
was to win their love and respect. Her private school was so successful
that she later had to build a new building. Margaret's success brought
her the offer of the principal's job at the public school in Rockdale. 51
Margaret Hill Hicks founded her own private school and then became
principal of a public school. She was obviously the object of discrimination and sexual harassment. In true feminist fashion, she just went out
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and started another school of her own. She did not, however, follow Susan
B. Anthony and turn reformer.
In 1880, Emma Moore of Jacksboro, Texas, joined the faculty of
the Chico Masonic Academy in Chico, Texas. The school was a two-story
sandstone building, with the two lower rooms used for a school and the
second floor used for lodge meetings. Movable wooden partitions were
installed on the ground floor so the rooms might be used together for
school programs, public Masonic installations, political meetings, and
other community activities. Moore taught there for two years. In 1883,
the name of the school was changed to Lee College. In a letter to her father,
she describes her large number of pupils and her busy schedule from
morning to night. She boarded at the Manning Hotel where she was the
only woman resident. 52
Although this is all of the information known at present about Emma
Moore, she, like other young women teachers, left home to live in a strange
place in order to earn her keep.
Mattie Bell Anderson was a single woman head of household and
moved her children and mother to Fort Davis to take another teaching
position which paid more than the one in her home town. Her memoirs
state that she also was ready for a change. This independent spirit is
evidenced further when she furnished the school herself, ordered her own
textbooks, determined the curriculum, and spanked the son of a trustee.
She was released for this last act and became the postmaster and started
her own school. Her poignant revelation of keeping a boy after school
reveals her concern for her students as well as for doing a good job:
Another boy occupied an undue share of my attention. Very bright
but inattentive and mischievous. He seemed unequal to the mastery
of Long Division. One scene is indelibly impressed on my memory
in this connection. An impatient restless boy 'kept in' to learn his
arithmetic, tantalized almost beyond endurance by the shouts of his
school mates in their untrammeled freedom, his slate before him splattered with occassional tear drops. A teacher tired out with the day's
work, sorry for Willie, anxious for his sake and hers to help him keep
up with his more ambitious schoolmates. How many mistakes he
made, and as often did he erase them with a dirty finger dipped in
a convenient tear drop. I thought how peaceful would OUf lives be
if all our mistakes could be obliterated by tears wrung from sorrowful
hearts. But eventually he learned his lesson thoroughly. H

Anderson's hard work and the success of her private school later won
her the position of principal of the Marfa school. Again. here is the
example of a woman supporting her family by her ingenuity and her
willingness to take risks. Her excellence paid off in public recognition and
a promotion.
An active teacher and a reporter, Lillian Wester reflected her life story
in her book, Memories of Mine. Exhibiting truly feminist characteristics,
she bobbed her hair in the 18805, attended the National Teachers'
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Conference in Los Angeles in 1899, and travelled abroad in 1912. As a
reporter she covered the Mexican Centennial Celebration of Independence
for the Mexican Herald. Her teaching experience was in a one-foam school
house, located nine miles from Taylor, where she taught everything from
the ABC's to high school subjects. 54 Although not an agitator for reform,
Lillian Wester was a woman who enjoyed defying convention.
Bettie Ward Park began teaching at the age of seventeen in Jewett,
Texas, in order to earn money to pay for her travel there. It was an overcrowded, one-foom school house, where Bettie taught all ages and all subjects. From there she went to Buckhorn School in Frio County and taught
for five years at another one-teacher, one-room school. In 1898 and 1899,
she taught at Hondo where she was responsible for only the first through
third grades. Her memoirs relating how she handled a discipline problem
show much intuition and tact for an inexperienced teenager:
Many narrow escapes I had in this first school. One instance stands
out in my memory. An overgrown girl about twenty years of age was
reading her first reader lesson. Suddenly she began wringing her hands,
saying words too bad to hear. The children near her began laughing.
The whole room began CO take note. Here was my first problem in
discipline! My first inclination was to laugh, too. But a teacher? No!
Instead, I turned to the board and began to draw a lesson of interest
to the whole group. It was surprising how quickly the group responded
and quiet was restored. Later I learned the girl had been stung by
a wasp. How glad I was that I had used tact and kindness in this situa-

tion. "55

Bettie Ward Park joins the ranks of other Texas teachers as one who
taught in order to pay for her travel and then to support herself. There
is no record that she ever advocated reform, but merely set another example
of the pursuit of excellence for herself and her students.
Although Melinda Rankin is the only one of the eleven Texas teachers
examined here who opened was a reformer, the rest were involved unconsciously in the attempt to remove sex-specific limits on women's opportunities and capacities. By pursuing a career and continuing the daily
press for the improvement of themselves and society, they helped to free
women from many of the limitations imposed by law and custom. Due
to these efforts, their competence, pay status, and working conditions
steadily improved. Their accomplishments effected new and more liberal
views of women's abilities and place in life, giving them a chance to move
about more freely. act more independently, and broaden their experience.
They helped to show that the family was not impoverished by women's
activities outside the home and that they could earn public recognition
for excellence.
Texas teachers as a whole were not engaged in a woman's rights movement as an end in itself. However, they augmented the national picture
of feminists in the nineteenth century in every aspect. They moved from
teaching only their own children, to being responsible for the education

28

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

of the whole population. They were college presidents and independent
business women. They published books and articles with ideas worthy of
public consideration. They travelled and spent their money as they pleased
or they supported their families out of necessity. These new patterns were
established by women educators in Texas and the nation in the nineteenth
century.
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THE ALABAMA-COUSHATTA AND THEIR TEXAS FRIENDS
by Jere Franco

Small, peaceful, and agricultural, the Alabama and Coushatta Indians
called themselves the "medicine gatherers" and "white cane" people. For
many years they built villages, planted crops, and hunted in peace. With
the coming of the white men, they saw no reason to change their lifestyle.
Although this peaceful attitude would be tested in years to come, it eventually led to the establishment of a home in Texas for them.
I

In 1541 the Alabama and Coushatt lived in separate villages, but as
ethnic and linguist members of the Upper Creek Confederacy they maintained close relations. The Coushattas lived on Pine Island near the
Tennessee River and the Alabama lived in northern Mississippi. By 1686
the Coushattas had moved to Creek Country. near present-day Montgomery, Alabama, and a dozen years later the Alabamas moved to a
village on the Alabama River near the Coushatta town. Both tribes remained in this region until 1763. They developed close ties with the French.
After the French lost the Seven Year's War to England in 1763, they abandoned their fort and advised their Indian allies to leave the area or risk
extermination by the English. 2
The two tribes heeded this advice by emigrating together, thus continuing their closely-intertwined lifestyle. By the close of the eighteenth century the Alabama-Coushatta had emigrated to friendly Spanish territory
in Louisiana. In 1795 some Alabama-Coushatta had settled in the Big
Thicket area of East Texas along the Neches and Trinity rivers. The
Spanish Governor specifically requested that more of their tribesmen join
the Indians in the 1800s because he wanted to create an Indian barrier
to Anglo settlement. l
The Louisiana Purchase (1803) caused Americans to push the Indians
from their area, and many more Alabama and Coushatta, as well as their
relatives, the Muscogee, came to Texas. Comfortably established there
by 1822, the tribes traded crops and skins for clothing in Natchitoches
and Galveston. In addition to cultivating melons, corn rice, potatoes. and
cotton, they also raised hogs and horses. During the period of Spanish
rule the Alabama-Coushatta established good relations with government
officials which they later maintained with the Mexican Government. Considering these two tribes "industrious and peaceable." the Mexican government felt it was "absolutely necessary to maintain peace" with them. To
achieve this goal the Alcalde of Nacogdoches ordered several white families
removed from Coushatta land and rebuked a governmental employee for
surveying land within the boundaries of the Alabama-Coushatta area in
1835. 4
l

When Texas won its independence in 1836, the Alabama-Coushatta
Jere Franco is from E1 Paso, Texas.
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transferred their loyalty to still another new government and declared their
desire to remain in their Big Thicket home. They remained there for the
rest of the century despite conflicts with whites and a few attempts to have
the tribe removed from Texas. After 1875 they were one of only three
tribes who lived in Texas because their relationship with white settlers differed significantly from the relationship between the settlers and more
hostile tribes. Since the Alabama-Coushatta generally maintained amicable
relationships with their Texas neighbors, white friends continually aided
the efforts of the tribe in petitioning the Texas government for a
reservation. '
Despite good relations with Mexico. the two tribes began a firm friendship with the Texans soon after settlement developed, a friendship forged
primarily because of Sam Houston. Houston, an adopted member of the
Cherokee tribe, soon established close relations with most of the Texas
tribes. His ufriendly Indian" policy. based on expediency and affection,
stood him well during the Texas Revolution. Some Alabama-Coushatta
acted as guides during the Battle of San Jacinto while others offered food
and shelter to Texas refugees. 6 When hostilities ceased in 1836, Sam
Houston signed a treaty with the Cherokee and their associated bands,
an agreement which specified a "firm and lasting peace forever." The
commissioners promised the Indians land in addition to the same rights
and privileges they enjoyed under the Mexican government. However. the
following year the Texas Congress refused to ratify this treaty.
Although the legislature recognized that the Alabama, Coushatta. and
Muscogee "harbored pacific feelings towards the government of this
Republick." it claimed that these tribes had no pretensions to territory. 6
In 1838 the Texas Congress opened a Land Office to assist white settlers. As surveyors pushed into the Indian settlements to survey land for
white claimants, the Indians retaliated with raids on both surveyors and
settlers. The most hostile of these Indians joined with Mexican emissaries
and conducted joint expeditions against the Texans throughout the spring
and summer. By August Secretary of War Thomas J. Rusk informed
Colonel Bowl. a Cherokee chief, that he should influence the Coushatta,
who had joined the hostile Kickapoos, to desist from warfare. Although
Bowl promi5".ed to inform Rusk of the tribes' movements, he failed to tell
Rusk that some of the Coushatta had left their homes. On October 16,
1838, Rusk and a force of Texans attacked and defeated a combined group
of Mexicans and Indians at the Battle of Kickapoo Village. A surprised
Rusk discovered Coushatta. whom he had thought safely in their villages,
among the dead.'
Immediate anger followed this discovery. Some Texans demanded
removal or extermination of not only the Coushatta but also the peaceable
Alabamas. Rusk threatened to attack the villages with 500 militia jf they
did not remain at home. "If you act as our friend and have nothing more
to do with our enemies." Rusk cautioned them. "you and your people
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have nothing to fear from us. & At this point Houston intervened to help
his friends. On December 19, 1838 he sent a peace message to the Alabama
and Coushatta and expressed sorrow for those warriors who had died in
skirmishes with white surveyors and other Texans. Stop the raids, Houston
promised, and neither the government nor any other whites will take
retaliatory action against the tribe. 9
The president succeeded with his "talk," and for over a year the
Alabama-Coushatta remained at peace in the Big Thicket area where they
had established several towns. But in the summer of 1839 Indians and
whites in Liberty County accused one another of stealing stock. The settlers killed five Coushatta, ran off their livestock, and chased the remaining Coushatta from their Baptist Village. Colutta, a leader of the tribe,
complained to Mirabeau Lamar, now president of the Republic. Although
he was angry over the injustice and worried for his tribe, Colutta also
feared for the end of good relations with their Texas neighbors. "This
is not right and it will, if persisted in, cause a wound never to be healed,"
he exclaimed. 10
Lamar's Indian policy emphasized vengeance rather than conciliation. However, Colutta's message affected Lamar and he lost no time in
responding to this plea. On July 9 he wrote to both Colutta and the citizens
of Liberty County. In the letter to Colutta, Lamar expressed sorrow over
the recent disturbances between the Indians and the nearby whites and
blamed both groups for these problems. He blamed the Indians with
stealing stock and warned them to behave honestly. Furthermore. he
promised to send Indian Agent Joseph Lindley to act as mediator and
protect their rights. In his message to the white settlers, Lamar described
this tribe as "weak and defenceless. H He feared that unjust treatment could
send the Indians fleeing to hostile tribes and an eruption of frontier warfare. Lamar promised the citizens that the new agent would control the
tribe. I]
On August 1, 1839, the citizens of Liberty County replied to Lamar
on three counts. First, they claimed that they had not taken part in the
previous disturbances. Secondly, they said that they had interfered in a
"humble. persuasive manner to convince the persons imbodied for the
purpose of Exterminating said Indians, that the said Indians had done
no harm, but were friendly."12 Finally, these thirty petitioners felt that
Lindley had misrepresented the facts to Lamar and that he was unfit to
be an Indian agent. They charged that he did not speak the tribal language,
resided at least forty miles from the nearest Indian village, and was one
of those who wish to drive out the Indians. The settlers asked Lamar to
replace Lindley with F.H. Rankin, who they claimed was the best agent
and interpreter in Texas. 13
Perhaps Lamar distrusted their motives, disliked their choice of
agents, or simply did not believe them, because he disregarded this advice.
Lamar's views concerning Indian agents differed greatly from Houston's.
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Houston charged an agent to protect the interests of the Indian. Conversely, Lamar charged an agent to protect the rights of the settlers. On August
1, 1839, Lamar told Lindley to "keep a strict watch over them so as to
prevent encroachments on the white settlements." 14 Furthermore, he told
the Liberty County citizens that they should inform the agent whenever
the Indians trespassed on their property. He instructed Lindley to take
necessary and proper steps to punish all Indian offenders. IS
Despite these precautions, Lamar recognized the general good rela·
tions which the two tribes had established with Texans in nearby counties
and with prominent leaders such as Sam Houston. For this reason he
announced:
To the Coshatees and Alabamas, who seem to have some equitable
claims upon the country, for the protection of their property and persons, the hand of friendship has been extended, with a promise that
they shall not be interrupted in the peaceful enjoyment of their present possessions, so long as they continue the same amicable relations
towards the Government which they have hitherto preserved. 16

Because of this recommendation, on January 14, 1840, the Texas Congress passed an act authorizing a land survey to determine the claims of
the Alabama, Coushatta, and Muscogee Indians. The Committee on
Indian Affairs recommended this action because of the tribes' long
residence in Texas, their amicable dispositions, the act of the Spanish
Ayuenetamenta, the Mexican Provisional Government, the recent Proclamation of President Lamar, and the Indians' want of numbers. In a
glancing blow at unfriendly whites who complained at the proximity of
the Indians, the Committee decided not to remove the tribes to another
area. The surveyed land covered two leagues (900 square miles), and included the Fenced-In Village of the Alabama Tribe, the Baptiste Village
on the Trinity River of the Coushatta Tribe, and an area for a Muscogee
village. Although this act specified that the land was for the exclusive
benefit of the Indians, it also stated that, if necessary the tribes could
be removed from the area.
l

17

Senator 1. W. Burton protested the creation of an Alabama-Coushatta
Reservation vigorously. He stated that the tribes had not requested any
land. Furthermore, 900 square miles was too much to give them. Such
a large tract removed from the public domain would limit prospects of
future "legal" land claimants in the region. He also claimed that a reservation would be "inexpedient and dangerous" because these tribes would
come into contact with unfriendly, hostile Indians. Furthermore. he feared
that Mexican agents would infiltrate and influence the tribes against Texas.
"From known thieves and doubtful friends," he predicted, "they will
become positive enemies of a formidable character. "18
Unfortunately the land promised to the Alabama-Coushatta by the
Republic of Texas already had been claimed by white settlers who refused
to leave. After the disturbances of 1839, many tribesmen wandered through
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Texas or fled to Louisiana where some of their kinsmen still lived. After
a short time, these Indians became homesick for their Texas villages and
returned to find the whites in possession of their cabins, crops, and
livestock. Hamilton Washington, who claimed the lower league, said the
Indians could remain and farm on the land, much in the manner of
Southern sharecroppers. The white settlers on the upper league threatened to kill the Indians if they tried to return. Throughout 1840 to 1841,
the Alabama and Coushatta lived wherever they could. Some of the
Alabama stayed with Washington while others moved to an area on the
Neches River, built thirty log cabins, and cultivated approximately 100
acres. The Coushatta sometimes lived on the Neches River with the
Alabama or hunted on the Texas prairie. However, whites once again
asserted claims on the AIabamas, and they abandoned the Neches River
village. 19
In 1842 Sam Houston once again became president of the Republic
and he immediately turned his attention to the problem of the AlabamaCoushatta. Houston promised the Indians that the government would protect them and preserve their rights. If for some reason they left their land
because of the whites, he explained, the government would keep the land
for them. Furthermore, he promised to punish anyone who harmed the
Alabama or the Coushatta. Houston was motivated by sincere sympathy
for the Indians but he felt impelled to justify his protection of them to
the Texas government. An Indian alliance, he told Congress, would protect Texas against a possible Mexican invasion. "It could render them
invaluable to us as friends," he stated. "They would alarm the Mexicans
out of all measure."20
Houston's conciliatory action came too late. The Coushattas, unlike
their more peaceable relatives, reacted to the 1840-1841 outrages with anger
and hostility. One source claimed that Mexican emissaries had recruited
the Coushatta to fight for Mexico in a war of extermination against Texas.
Although this never occurred, the Coushatta did raid in Texas from the
spring of 1840 to the spring of 1842. During these raids. the Coushatta
attacked and killed settlers and stole several horses. Afterwards they fled
north into Chickasaw and Choctaw country in the Indian Territory. 21
Texans immediately responded with retatiatory action. In April 1840,
Captain Joseph Sowell and eight settlers chased the Coushatta across the
Red River. When Sowell found the Indians in an encampment, they had
lariats for stealing horses but no animals. After exchanging gunfire. the
Indians escaped but they returned later that year and killed Sowell. In
May 1941, General E.H. Tarrant sent a message to the Coushatta to meet
him on the bank of the Red River. When thirty Indians carne, he ordered
them to go to the Trinity River reservation. They agreed to go but wished
to travel through the wilderness. When Tarrant objected to this route,
the Coushatta became suspicious of his motives. Fearing a trap, the
Coushatta bolted across the river into the Chickasaw Nation. 22
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After 1842 relations between the Coushatta and settlers quieted and
the Texas Legislature, under Houston, made efforts to help both tribes.
Feeling that presents might prove more effective than warfare, in 1843
the Texas Indian Commissioner gave Coushatta Chief Ben-Ash $9.25
worth of goods, including blue flaps, sheeting, utensils, beads, tobacco,
and a gun. From December 13, 1844 to January 12, 1845, Texas spent
an additional $300 on presents for both the Alabama and Coushatta tribes.
Of more importance to the tribe, the Texas Congress on August 1, 1844
appointed a new agent to replace Lindley. Houston told Joseph Ellis that
"it is very desirable that the poor creatures should be protected in the
enjoyment of their rights." He charged Ellis to protect the Indians from
aggression and hopefully proposed that the Texas Legislature should soon
pass a new Indian land act. 23
Ellis took his duties seriously and by December he had investigated
the conditions of the Alabama Indians. He first approached Hamilton
Washington, who had usurped the lower league and the Coletee Village
four years previously. When Ellis ordered him to leave, Washington refused. Without military assistance, Ellis was powerless to compel him, and
he moved the Alabamas to nearby land. Conditions proved the same at
Baptiste Village, belonging to the Coushattas, and Alabama Town, as
settlers refused to leave. "They [the Indians] took it for granted it was
for the white man and without an explanation left," said a perplexed Ellis.
He also reported the settlers had stolen several horses and cows belonging to the Alabamas. The agent better understood their reluctance to complain when the Indians explained the whites had threatened to murder them
if they reported the land and property theft. 24
Despite these problems, the Indians managed to settle on some land
and plant crops. This condition prompted Ellis to request that their
previous homes, along with fifty or sixty additional acres of land and farming implements, be given to the tribes. With these aids, he asserted, the
Indians farming efforts could be doubled. By this time, however, Houston
had left office again. Taking advantage of his absence, the Texas Congress abolished the agency for the Alabama-Coushatta. When Ellis requested another term as agent, the Texas Indian Bureau refused. They
justified their decision on a lack of finances.
25

In 1845 the United States annexed Texas and agreed to assume responsibility for the Indian tribes. For the next several years the federal government was concerned primarily with the hostile Comanches and Kiowas.
Meanwhile, the Alabamas and Coushattas settled in a vacant, unappropriated area known as the Big Sandy near Polk and Livingston counties. Remaining largely unnoticed and receiving no federal or state annuities, the Alabama and Coushattas grew crops and used the Big Thicket
forest area in Polk County to built huts, weapons, and baskets. In the
18505 they floated logs for sale down the Trinity and Neches rivers to
Orange and Beaumont lumber mills. 16
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Because they now considered the Big Sandy their home, the Alabama
decided once more to appeal for a land grant. Certain that Sam Houston
had not forgotten them, they asked for his help in drafting a petition to
the Texas Legislature. In 1853 they presented a document to the legislature
asking for 1,280 acres, basing their request on historical precedent, financial consideration, and neighborly support. This memorial cited the
previous governments which had recognized the land claims of the
Alabama Tribe, specifically the Mexican government and the Republic
of Texas. Furthermore, they stated that the two leagues of land granted
to them in 1840 cost $3 per acre and was "a large sum compared with
the small pittance now asked for at your hands. n17 Finally, the claimants
maintained that despite some past troubles, they sincerely wanted peaceful
relations with their neighbors. Forty-five citizens from Polk and adjoining counties submitted a supportive petition. 28
The cooperative efforts of Indians and white settlers were successful.
On February 3, 1854 the Texas Legislature resolved:
That twelve hundred and eighty acres of vacant and unappropriated
land, situated in either Polk or Tyler counties, or both, to be selected
by the Chiefs of the Alabama Indians and the Commissioners
hereinafter named, be, and the same is hereby set apart for the sole
use and benefit of, and as a home for the said tribe of Indians. 29

In 1855 the legislature approved another grant of 640 acres for the
Coushatta tribe in Polk County, but conditions on this reservation were
unsuitable for growing crops or grazing cattle. Therefore, the Coushattas
remained among the Alabama, where there was insufficient space. Some
officials feared more outrages by the Coushatta. During his term of office, Governor H.R. Runnels made a serious attempt to remove this tribe
from Texas. In 1858 the Texas Legislature passed a bill calling for the
removal of these tribes to the Indian Reserves on the Brazos. This reservation had been established in 1854 for the Comanches and Kiowas.
Major Robert S. Neighbors, Supervising Indian Agent for the state,
advised the government on July 7, 1858 that the Indian Reserves constituted the best possible place for the Coushatta Indians. He claimed these
reservations contained an abundance of good land, that the Indians' rights
would be protected, and that the United States government would furnish each tribesman an annuity. Pleased with this assessment, Runnels
asserted, "If accepted by the Indians, it cannot fail to result in the elevation and improvement of the race.''lO
Runnels appointed James Barclay as Indian agent with instructions
to obtain the consent of the chiefs for the removal of the tribe and to
locate a home for them on the reservation. Barclay was cautioned to consider the welfare and happiness of the Indians and act as their' 'guardian,
protector and friend H while also limiting Coushatta intercourse with
whites. 31
Two events defeated this project. First, the Coushatta found the
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Brazos Reservation, which was inhabited primarily by their traditional
enemies, the Penateka Comanches, completely unacceptable, and refused
to move. Secondly, white settlers across the Brazos River, outraged at recent Comanche depredations, had attacked the reservation, slaughtering
many of the Indian inhabitants. An appalled Runnels retracted his orders
to Barclay:
My own conscience revolts at the idea of practising a deception upon
the Indians or carrying them where they might at any time be indiscriminately slaughtered, for no other cause than that the Creator
has made them Indians, by a lawless and infuriated populace. 32

In 1859 Sam Houston took office as governor. A complete realist
concerning hostile Indians and methods with which to deal with them,
he nevertheless professed great sympathy for the more peaceable tribes.
On September 4, 1860, Houston commissioned Robert R. Neyland as agent
for the Alabama and Coushatta Indians, who had returned to live again
with their neighbors. As with all previous agents, he cautioned Neyland
to "take care that they receive the protection guaranteed to them by the
laws. "33 These guarantees extended to protection against trespassers,
property dispossession, and bodily harm. Neyland replied to Houston on
September 4, 1860, asserting that he had ~~in response to your call adopted
such means as will secure those poor creatures, now dependent upon our
humanity, from harm."14 Like Ellis, Neyland proved to be conscientious
and sincerely interested in his charges.
The Texas legislature continued to appropriate money for the
Alabama and Coushatta Agency and raised the annual operating expenses
from $800 in 1860 to $1,000 in 1863. Two other significant events occurred
during these years. Sam Houston, the Indian benefactor and friend, died
on April 2, 1863. He would be remembered fondly by the AlabamaCoushatta for many years. Despite this loss, the two tribes continued their
friendly relations with Texas, and during the Civil War the Texas Confederacy recruited them for the war effort. Although the Confederacy did
not make a treaty with the Alabama-Coushatta or issue them large amounts
of appropriations, as they did with some tribes~ they made consistent efforts to use them. lS
When the war began, tribesmen told Neyland that they wanted to
enlist in the Confederate Army. Because they were excellent horsemen,
the agent trained the Indians as cavalrymen. Before Neyland could arrange for the Alabama-Coushatta to join Colonel George W. Carter's
lancer regiment, he entered the army. Company F of the 4th Texas Cavalry
also asked the Indians to serve with them but they too left for military
service before the tribes could join them. Finally, the new Indian agent
also organized the Alabama-Coushatta into a militia unit. Because the state
commissioner was simultaneously competing faT the Indians' services, the
tribes became confused about their duties and remained civilians. ~6

This situation continued for two years. Neyland, now a lieutenant
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colonel, had continued his endeavors to recruit the Alabama-Coushatta
by enlisting help from the governor and superior officers. He finally succeeded and on April 11, 1862 twenty Polk County Indians joined Captain Charles W. Bullock's Company G., 24th Texas Cavalry, after being
sworn into the Confederate Army. Three months later the AlabamaCoushatta arrived at EI Dorado, Arkansas, and immediately hated the
Confederate camp. They disliked being drilled as infantrymen rather than
as cavalrymen and, like many recruits, they had difficulty adjusting to
strict camp discipline. Fortunately the Confederacy sent the Indians back
to their reservation in December just before the Union Army captured
the camp and imprisoned its garrison. 37
Meanwhile, Federal Troops captured Galveston, Texas. In order to
regain this territory, Confederate General John B. Magruder planned to
strengthen naval defenses on the Trinity River above Liberty County. He
ordered Commander W.W. Hunter to take charge along with Major
Hamilton Washington of Polk County. On a cloudy, windy January day,
Hunter "councilled with head men of the Coushatta and Alabama tribes
for the services of their warriors. "38 At this meeting they arranged signals
which could be used between whites and Indians for assembly and repair
work. On April 13, 1863 Hunter received a transfer to Richmond, Virginia,
but he did not forget his new Indian recruits. He added their names to
the accompanying transfer list. 39
Ironically Colonel Hamilton Washington, who had stolen their property earlier, inherited the Indian program. He gave responsibility to
civilian clerk (later promoted to captain) W. H. Beazley. Beazley organized 132 Polk County Indians into a cavalry company known as the 6th
Brigade, 2nd Texas Infantry Division. Under the supervision of Captain
Beazley, the Indians constructed and operated flat-bottomed boats on
which they transported farm produce and supplies to the Confederate
troops along the Gulf Coast. Although they did not participate in battles,
the tribesmen had younger Indians herd horses along the coast which they
rode back to the reservation. In March, 1865. for their part in the Civil
War. the Texas government declared that Indians could receive the same
aid as white soldiers. Because the government was financially weak, the
Indians never received any money.
4()

In the post-Civil War period the Indians became financially impoverished. From 1866 to 1867 Governor James W. Throckmorton tried
to help the Alabama and Coushatta. Throckmorton was an outspoken
unionist prior to the Civil War but still became a brigadier-general in the
Confederate Army. He requested that the United States Indian Commissioner appoint an agent and send gifts to the Alabama-Coushatta, who
were in a destitute condition. The governor reported that the AlabamaCoushatta had well-cultivated crops but had to hire out to farmers during
the cottonpicking season to sustain themselves. After wildlife declined in
the Big Thicket, the Indians had tried cattle ranching but white rustlers
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stole their cattle. Despite these facts, Throckmorton's request brought no
federal action. 41
Although he failed to gain federal aid, Throckmorton's administration's left a lasting legacy to the Alabama-Coushatta. The legislature passed
a Civil Rights Act specifically for these two tribes. Under this law the Texas
government declared that the Alabama and Coushatta were subject to the
law and as fully protected as if they were citizens of the state. Furthermore, they could testify orally in civil or criminal cases involving crimes
against themselves "under the same rules of evidence that may be applicable to the white race. "42 Throckmorton viewed this law seriously and
he instructed Colonel Hamilton Washington. the Coushatta Indian agent
in 1867, to investigate the murder of a Coushatta woman by unidentified
Indians. He expressed his desire that the murderers be tried in either Texas
military or civilian courts. 43
In 1867 Texas came under Military Reconstruction and Throckmorton was removed. By 1870 Texas had been readmitted to the Union but
one consequence of the military rule of the state was a federal investigation of the Alabama-Coushatta. Captain Samuel Whitside, of the Sixth
United States Cavalry and the Fifth Military District, visited the Alabama,
Coushatta, and Muscogee tribes in Polk County in the winter of 1869 and
discovered great poverty among the Indians. Whitside's recommendations
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs included monthly rations for the
elderly, farming implements for the Alabama and Muscogee, and a
separate home for the Coushatta. He described these tribes as "honest,
industrious and peacefuL" Although Whitside approved of their traditional dress and customs l he was also very impressed with the more
assimilated Muscogees. Among these twenty-eight tribal members who had
adopted the language, dress, and habits of the whites, Bill Blunt most affected Whitside. "Bill Blunt is an educated Indian, and transacts all his
own business with the whites in a very intelligent manner, H reported Whitside. "He speaks the English language fluently." 44 Blunt told W hitside
that the Indians opposed both men recently appointed by the Texas
legislature and Whitside recommended that the Livingston Fort post commander act as their agent. As with Throckmorton, the United States
neglected to act on these recommendations. 4 .\
The United States interrupted their policy of benign neglect concern·
ing the Alabama-Coushatta in 1873 briefly to contemplate removing them
from Texas and Louisiana. They intended to transfer these tribes to the
Indian Territory where they would be united with the Creeks. Congress
considered appropriating $50,000 to purchase 160 acres per family, provided that all the tribes involved could agree upon the removal. Acting
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, H.R. Clum, stated his reasons for such
action:
It does noL appear that these Indians are in a condition to be properly
recognized as citizens and subject to taxation and entitled Lo franchise;
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and it would probably be better for them and the community allarge
in which they are if they were removed to the Indian Territory and
cared for like other Indians. 46

As with all previous attempts at removal, the Alabama-Coushatta
objected and the issue died. Although in 1875 Texas repossessed the lands
used as Indian reserves in 1854 and 1856, it made no such move toward
the Alabama-Coushatta. Never again would Texas attempt to remove these
Indians. Through their long-suffering tenacity and amiable honesty, the
Alabama-Coushatta had proven their right to remain in Texas. They had
finally become neighbors. 47
During the final two decades of the nineteenth century, Presbyterian
missionaries played an important role with the Alabama-Coushatta. They
built a church and a school on the reservation and provided desperately
needed health care. By 1880 the tribe, which had once numbered 1,000,
had been reduced to 400 people as tuberculosis, malnutrition, and
alcoholism, all aggravated by the severe economic poverty wrought by the
Civil War, decimated by the tribe. Nevertheless, the tribe continued to
survive, trying to adapt to the white lifestyle and continuing to make friends
among their Texas neighbors. 48
From 1896 until 1918 Judge J.C. Feagin, who moved to Livingston,
Texas, became the most influential and persistent friend of the Alabama
and Coushatta. Feagin disagreed with the missionaries' attempts to make
white men out of the Indians and he strongly urged the federal government to issue appropriations to sustain the tribe. Furthermore, he charged the government with injustice toward these Indians whom the United
States had ignored for so many years. In 1918, largely because of his efforts, the United States Congress authorized $8,000 for the Alabama and
Coushatta Indians. Other appropriations followed and in 1928 the United
States purchased 3,071 acres of land for the tribe. 49
In 1938 Congress incorporated the Alabama-Coushatta under the
Wheeler-Howard Act. However, the relationship proved to be tenuous.
Perhaps the Indians missed their Texas guardians or Texas regretted losing its wards. On May 8, 1953, after only thirty-five years of responsibility
to this tiny tribe, the federal government terminated the AlabamaCoushatta to Texas. The state then created the Texas Indian Commission.
The tribe subsists on tourism, state aid, and off-reservation jobs. However,
the recent discovery of natural gas on the reservation promises substantial future income. so
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THE NATURE AND IMPACT OF ITALIAN CULTURE
UPON GALVESTON ISLAND
by Valentine J. BelflgIio

Through the act of adaptation to the dominant cultural norms of
Galveston Island, Texas, Italian immigrants who migrated there before
1920 were able to prosper. This paper will examine the process of Italian
immigration, resettlement, and community formation there. It will explore
cultural and institutional factors which help to define the personal identity
and group consciousness of Italian-Galvestonians, and also investigate the
impact of Italian heritage upon the society of Galveston. This paper will
not focus upon the large Italian colony in Dickinson, Texas, or its origins,
as this group requires a special study of its own. Nor will it include a discussion of the notorious Italian famiJies who controlled gambling on the Island
in the 1940s and 1950s, as this topic also requires a special study.
Galveston, the Ellis Island of the Wcst, attracted people from all parts
of Italy because of economic opportunities to be found there in processing
and shipping cotton, sulfur, rice, and flour, and in shipbuilding, fishing,
and port-related activities. It is difficult to determine exactly when Italians
began settling within Galveston County_ Census records prior to 1890 list
no Italians living there. However, directories for the City of Galveston
for 1856-1857 and 1859-1860, mention several persons with Italian surnames. A few examples include: J. Arto, who owned a restaurant and
ice-cream saloon on 23rd Street, between Avenue C and Market Street;'
F.L. Barziza, who practiced law on the corner of Strand and 22nd streets;
P.l. Barziza, who lived on the corner of 12th Street and Avenue F; and
H. Monsanto, who sold tobacco and other smoking supplies on the corner of Avenue F and 24th Street. 2
The evidence for an early Italian presence in Galveston County is
strengthened by manuscript censes and tombstone inscriptions. The Census
schedule for Galveston County, enumerated on June 9, 1880, a manuscript
which is different from the U.S. Census, shows several persons of Italian
birth living there before May 3 C 1880. Two examples are L. Papanai,
who owned a grocery store and who lived at 256 Mechanic Street, and
G. Martinelli, who lived next door. 3 Several Italians are buried at Old City
Cemetery, which is located at 40th and K avenues. For instance, Louis
G. Alberti was born in 1852 and died in 1915; Elizabeth Cobolini was born
on May 28, 1859, and died on January 12, 1916; and A. Tuttoilmondo
was born on November 1,1860, and died on January 22,1894. Certificates
of marriage stored in the Galveston County courthouse also show that
Italians were living in the county before 1890. For example, Pietro Nocenti
married Maria Pellegrini on November 19, 1872; John Rizzina married
Valentine J. Belfiglio teaches in the Department of HislOry and Government at Texas
Woman's University, Denton.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

45

Antonia Falco on April 13, 1875; and Francesco Saccaro married Antonnia
Sigari on January 31, 1871. 4
At the turn of the century, Italians were well established in Galveston.
Table I gives the number of foreign-born Italians resident in Galveston
County between 1870 and 1920. The table indicates an increase every
decade between 1880 and 1920, and shows that the sharpest climb in the
Italian population occurred between 1900 and 1910. In 1910 more than
two percent of the total population of the county were foreign-born
Italians. Most southern Italian immigrants were poorly educated pescatori
(fishermen), contadini (peasant farmers), or giornalieri (day laborers), who
belonged to the Roman Catholic Church. 5 Northern Italian immigrants
were generally uomini d'affari (businessmen), who were Roman Catholics
or Waldensians. 6
TABLE I. Foreign-Born Italians Living in Gaheston County
(1870-1920)

Total Population

Number of Italians

1870

15,290

1880

24,121

none listed *
none listed

1890
1900

31.476
44,116

560

1910

44,479

1,030

1920

53,150

1,065

Year

255

* Galveston County was created in

1838 and organized in 1839. The
U.S. Censuses for 1840-1860 also make no mention of Italians living
within the County.

Sources:
United States Census Office, Ninth Census of the United States (1870),
Population, Volume I, Washington, D.C., 1872, p. 372. United
States Census Office, Tenth Census of the United States (1880),
Population, Volume I, Washington, D.C., 1883, p. 529. United
States Census Office, Eleventh Census of the United States (J 890),
Population, Volume I, Part I, Washington, D.C., 1895, p. 661.
United States Census Office, Twelfth Census of the United States
(1900), Population, Part I, Washington, D.C., 1901, p. 784.
United States Census Office, Thirteenth Census of the United States
(1910), Population, Volume III, Washington, D.C., 1913, p. 820.
United States Census Office, Fourteenth Census of the United States
(1920), Population. Volume III, Washington, D.C., 1920, p. 1022.

A Columbus Day celebration held in 1912 drew nearly two hundred
people, including several local governmental officials. Among them were
Mayor Lewis Fisher; the Italian consular agent, Clement Nicolini; Commissioner M.E. Shay; and Judge George H. Mann.' This celebration shows
the presence of an Italian ethnic consciousness. Grand Marshall C.
Taranta, and G. Cassara, president of an organization called the Star of
Italy, arranged for the celebration. Festivities included a parade, flag
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ceremony, a concert, games, and speeches. Many of these events took place
at Woollams Lake picnic grounds. 8 During his speech, Mayor Fisher made
a comparison between the courage of Christopher Columbus and the mettle
of Italian immigrants. 9
Many Italians prospered. Table II indicates the kinds and numbers
of common businesses owned by Italians in Galveston in 1906. Incredibly,
they owned fifty percent of all retail grocery stores, twenty-five percent
of all confectionary and fruit stores, and twenty-five percent of all shoe
shops. There are two reasons why Italians were successful in commerce
in Galveston. First, many northern Italians were businessmen who came
to Texas for the explicit purpose of establishing capitalistic enterprises. 10
Second, most of the immigrants had spent a few years in other parts of
Texas or the United States before coming to Galveston and they possessed
language and business skills superior to those of newly arrived immigrants.
Also, they were already partially acculturated and adapted to their new
environment in America before coming to Galveston. Their primary purpose for moving to the United States was to improve their lifestyle and
make their fortune.
TABLE II. Major Occupations of Italian Galvestonians: 1906.
Total Number of Business Establishments
Retail
Grocery
188

Confectionary
& Fruits
16

Shoemaking

24

Number of Italian-Owned Businesses
Grocery

Confectionary
& Fruits

Sboemaking

94 (50070)

4 (25070)

6 (25%)

Retail

Source:

Galveston City Directory for 1906. Rosenberg Library,
Galveston, Texas.

Most of the southern Italians who migrated to Galveston came from
three provinces in Sicily. Fishermen from Acitrezza and Acicastello within
the province of Catania were among them. Peasant farmers from the provinces of Palermo and Agrigento also moved to Galveston. Some of the
villages they emigrated from include: Cefalu, Piana Dei Greci, Mezzoiuso,
Monreale and Corleone. II A majority of the northern Italians who
emigrated to Galveston were from the provinces of Lucca or Livorno
(Tuscany), although some of them came from the province of Asti (Piedmont). Migrants traveled overland and boarded ships at Palermo or Genoa.
Most sailed to New Orleans or New York, and some landed at ports in
Philadelphia, Baltimore, or Boston. Some sailed directly from Europe to
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Galveston. Manifests of aliens who arrived at Galveston between 18% and
1920 contain the names of many Italians. For example, a manifest dated
December 6. 1898, mentions Albina De Ponto l a saw miller from Belluno,
Italy. He sailed aboard the ship. Ellen Rickmers. from Bremen with $10
in his pocket. I 2
Research by Patrick B. Mullen (1974) indicates that the Sicilian
fishermen who moved to Galveston followed a set pattern. According to
Mullen, " ... most of them came to Florida to fish and stayed there until
a big general migration of fishermen to Texas ... One man was a leader
in the move to Galveston ... He then began to bring friends and relatives
from Florida and Italy into Texas which explains the fact that so many
Italians in Galveston are from the same village in Sicily." l3 Mullen profiled the immigrants as men of "limited education ... Catholic ... Their
friends seemed to be mainly people with the same ethnic background, but
there were no complete separation geographically or socially from the rest
of the community ... They do have a few magic beliefs ... which were
an important part of the fishermen's life in their Sicilian village." 14 Sicilians
who entered the United States at the port of New Orleans generally arrived
in Texas by ship or train after sojourns in Louisiana, where they worked
in the sugarcane fields. Italians who lived in the eastern part of the United
States before coming to Texas found work in mines, railroad construction, the garment industry. and in positions requiring few special skills.
Giuseppe Grasso and Luigi Cobolini offer contrasting examples of
the early Italian settlers of Galveston Island. Grasso was born in 1883 in
the small seacoast village of Acicastello in eastern Sicily. The village is
located on the side of a hill and is dominated by the ruins of an ancient
Norman castle which was built in 1458. The village occupies 5.34 square
miles, and its population in 1921 was 4,829. 15 Most of the villagers grow
fruits and vegetables for their own use, and many of them fish for sadines
and anchovies in the sea. 16
When he was a young man, Grasso sailed to Florida. but he stayed
there for only a short time. He went to New York and worked on a merchant ship, and in 1906 he voyaged to Galveston aboard a small steamer.
He worked there as a fisherman and as a longshoreman. After he had
saved some money, Grasso returned to Sicily to marry Carmelina, his childhood sweetheart. The couple settled in Galveston and eventually they had
two sons, Joseph and John. Grasso began a fishing business with a single
small boat, but he later became the owner of one of the largest and most
successful fish dealerships in the city. Grasso was well known in Galveston.
He was an active member of the Catholic Church and of several social
organizations. I 7
The Galveston Community Book (1945), edited by Arthur H.
Cawston, contains a picture of Giuseppe Grasso. IS It shows a mediumbuilt man in his early fifties who is dressed handsomely in a dark, threepiece pinstripe, with a matching tie. He looks self-confident~ stalwart, and
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well-adapted to his American environment. Cawston wrote that Grasso
" ... was a valued citizen of Galveston during his entire period of residence
there. He was always ready to further any progressive movement and to
do his part in civic affairs. n I ~ Grasso lived in Galveston until his death
in 1936.
[n contrast, Luigi (Louis) Cobolini, came to Texas from the
cosmopolitan, northern Italian city of Trieste. The population of the city
in 1880 was 144,844. The Encyclopaedia Britannica (1888), states that' 'The
town population is very heterogenous, but the Italian element exceeds all
the rest. "20 Luigi was born into a prominent family on December 13, 1845.
His brother, Biaggio, was an admiral in the Italian navy, and his other
brother, Nicolo, was a well-known professor and author. Luigi fought
with the forces of Giuseppe Garibaldi for the unification of Italy. In 1867,
Garibaldi with his volunteers made an attempt to seize Rome, but the
French army stopped him. Luigi Cobolini fled Italy and arrived at
Galveston on August 17, 1867, to become a fruit and fish peddler.
Within a few years Cobolini became a leader of the dock workers
at Galveston. He bought the fishing schooner, Henry Williams, eventually
acquired a fleet of ships, and became one of the most successful
businessmen in the fishing industry in Galveston. Cobolini was an early
advocate of a deep-water port for Galveston, and he worked unceasingly
for that project until engineers completed it. He married Elizabeth Grupe
on April 30, 1881, and the couple had two sons. After twenty-six years
in Galveston, Cobolini moved to Rockport. He was responsible for the
port development of coastal cities such as Rockport, Corpus Christi, and
Brownsville. An entry in the South Texas edition of The Standard Blue
Book of the United States of America, states "His unselfishness, his devotion to the progressive principles and causes which he espoused, his optimism which would never admit defeat, all are indelibly impressed upon
the memories of those with whom he came into close contact. "21 CoboUni
died on February 27, 1928 in Brownsville. 22
Five basics formed the backbone of Italian-Galvestonian culture:
membership in the Catholic or Presbyterian Church; a belief in the importance of the family; familiarity with the social context within which
Italian food is prepared, served, and eaten; the Italian language press;
and benevolent-fraternal organizations.
A majority of the Sicilians who moved to Galveston were devout
Catholics. They participated in the sacraments, Mass, and in Churchsponsored activities. Fishermen from Acitrezza and Acicastello attended
the Sacred Heart Church, built in 1884 and located at 1302 Broadway.
Italians placed a replica of a statue of 51. John the Baptist, the patron
saint of Acitrezza, in a prominent place in the Sacred Heart Church. 2l
On the Fest of St. John, which is held every June 24th, descendants of
the Italian fishermen and their families come to the Sacred Heart Church
for special devotions. Other Sicilians attended St. Mary's Cathedral, which
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was built in 1847, and is located at Avenue F and 21st Street.
Many Sicilians immigrants believed in magic, and the folk tales of
these people abound with wizards, witches, and spells. 24 To ward off the
effects of a person suspected of having the mal'occhio (evil eye), some
Italians wore amulets, including cornicelli (little horns). The Catholic
Church in Galveston was influenced strongly by Irish traditions, and was
predominately Irish in its leadership. The Irish stood firm on Church doctrines and institutions, and were steadfast in their loyalty to the clergy.
Italian pragmatism, individualism, and superstitions were contrary to these
principles. 2~ Tuscans, Piedmontese, and other northern Italians attended
St. Mary's Cathedral, or S1. Patrick's Catholic Church, which was built
around 1870, and is located at 3420 K Street.
Many Italian Protestants attended the Presbyterian Church. The first
Italian Waldensians from Tuscany began arriving in Galveston around
1890. They had no minister so they worshipped under the guidance of
lay leaders. Waldensians are a religious group who practice poverty and
obedience to the Sermon on the Mount. Mrs. Artemesia Marchesi was
a Waldensian who moved to Galveston in 1891. She was the daughter of
Maria Regini, of Livorno, Tuscany. Mrs. Marchesi became an active missionary and preacher of the Valdese Presbyterian Church of Galveston,
which was formed in May 1921. Services at the Church were bilingual,
and most Italians attended services held in the Italian language. 26 A few
examples of other Italian Protestants who settled in Galveston before 1920,
include Mrs. Z. Giusti, Mrs. T. Benetti, Mrs. Ant. Papi, Mrs. M. Ranieri,
Mrs. Joe Sitra, Kate Martelli, and Gilda Micheletti. 27 The Valdese
Presbyterian Church was dissolved in September 1943 and its members
joined the First Presbyterian Church of Galveston. 28
The second important component of Italian-Galvestonian culture was
a belief in the importance of the family. The family was the fundamental
and all-important unit of village society in Italy at the turn of the century. It determined social standards, types of labor, and restricted other
activities. To be without family was truly non-being. The family
customarily included spouses, children, grandparents, aunts and uncles,
cousins, and compari (godparents). All placed the welfare of the family
above their personal ambitions. Interviews with scores of third generation Italian Galvestonians confirms the fact that the family unit was very
important to the original Italian immigrants. Italians were especially dependent upon their extended families to provide for individual needs because
there was no concentrated ethnic community in the city from which they
could draw for mutual support. Families were scattered throughout the
city. But family units were very strong, and divorce was virtually
unknown. 2 ,}
A complex system of rules governed the relationship of family
members. The father was the head of the family, and no one in his
household would make a major decisions without his permission. The
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mother was the center of the family, and her authority was also greatly
respected. She often took charge of her husband's earnings and those of
her unmarried children. Daughters-in-law were generally obedient and submissive to their mother-in-law. Also, the mother made most of the decisions in the everyday affairs of the family. Marital discord was never
discussed with neighbors, as husbands and wives would tolerate no interference with their personal relationships. Family loyalty was a cardinal
virtue.
The third important component of Italian-Galvestonian culture was
familiarity with the social context within which Italian food is prepared,
served, and eaten. To the contadinj, food was the symbol of life, of all
that was good and nourishing. Plentiful food in the kitchen was a sign
of family well being. Women bore the primary responsibility for serving
meals. Whenever possible, families ate their meals together. Dinners,
especially Sunday and holiday dinners, were important gatherings reserved
for the family, although compari and special friends were sometimes invited to attend. Intimate conversations invariably occurred at the dinner
table. Some of the more common staples of Sicilian families were meatballs, sausages, chicken, fish, cheeses, olives, pasta, eggs, breads, pizza,
and a wide assortment of fruits, pastries, vegetables, ices, wines, and nuts.
The Feast of St. Joseph, held on March 19th of every year in the
homes of several Sicilian Texans, featured family, religion, and food. A
host prepared an altar in honor of S1. Joseph, the patron saint of
carpenters, cartmakers, unwed mothers, and orphans. During the familyoriented celebration, children played the roles of Mary, Jesus, St. Joseph,
and other important saints. The Feast began with a novena, prayers, the
reciting of the Rosary, and hymns. An elaborate feast followed.
Each region of Italy specializes in different foods. Tuscans and other
Northern Italians generally eat more rice than Sicilians do. Also, Northerners use butter as the main cooking fat, whereas Sicilians use olive oil
for most of their cooking. In addition, Sicilian food is ordinarily more
heavily seasoned. Some of the more common staples of early Tuscan
families in Texas included beef, fish, game poultry, salame, gnocchi, green
noodles, beans, rice and other vegetables, chestnuts, fruits, breads,
pastries, and wines.
A fourth important pillar supporting the Italian communities of
Galveston was the Italian language press. Between September 8, 1906 and
December 27, 1913, A.A. Fernandez Torre published the weekly II Messaggiero Italiano (The Italian Messenger), at 2003 Market Street. Another
Italian Newspaper, L 'America, had transferred to Galveston from Chicago
in August 1906, but the two newspapers were consolidated in January 1907.
At the time, it was the only Italian language newspaper published in Texas.
Local news items stressed family reunions, church activities, festivals
featuring Italian foods, and meetings of benevolent-fraternal organizations. Regular columns included "Telegrammi" (telegrams); "Eco
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d'Italia" (echoes of Italy); "Varieta" (variety); "Scintille Telegrafiche"
(telegraphic sparks); "Cronaca Cittadina" (urban news); "A Spizzico"
(bits and pieces); "In Cucina" (in the kitchen); "Nota Comical' (comic
notes); and "Scienza Popolare" (popular science).lO Torre wrote that the
purpose of the newspaper was to "furnish major news items on happenings in Italy, the United States, and Texas which are of special interest
to the Italian community. "
The fifth pillar supporting the Italian communities of Galveston was
the benevolent-fraternal organization. The oldest Italian mutual aid society
in Galveston County with a charter on file with the Office of the Secretary
of State was the Societa ltaliana Meridionale di Mutua Soccorso. This
organization received its charter on August 17, 1909. Its directors were
Gioacchino Cassara, Rosario Vassallo, Filippo Liberto, Giacomo Mancuso, Francesco Torregrossa, Michele Megna, Joe N. Arena, and Pietro
Fria. 31 The charter of the organization states that' 'This Association is
formed for Benevolent and Charitable purposes. "32 Research by Leonard
Moss (1983), demonstrates that there were no equivalent organizations
of this kind in most Italian villages at the turn of the century. According
to Moss, "most Italian immigrants to America came without the experience
of 'joining.' " !...
3)

On January 27, 1911, the Directors of the organization changed its
name to the Socleta Italiana Meridionale di Mutuo Soccorso Stella
D'Italia. J5 Benevolent-fraternal organizations, like the Societil ltaliana,
were founded to facilitate affiliations and social contacts among people
of common cultural ties. Members felt a •'consciousness of kind" which
allowed them to confront the stress associated with moving to a new environment more easily. In Italy, the family was the major unit of social
interaction. The Societa Italiana was an extension and adaptation of an
important custom known as comparaggio, through which carefully selected
outsiders became part of a kind of extended family. Italians had learned
the original version of this custom in their native villages. 36
The official U.S. Census for 1980 shows 3,049 persons of Italian
ancestry living in Galveston County, which hosted a total population that
year of 195,738. What are third and fourth-generation Italian Galvestonians like today? These people generally maintain an abiding belief in the
importance of the family as a social unit. However, through education,
occupational achievements, residential mobility, and intermarriage, traditional ethnic values often have been discarded or SUbstantially changed.
Except for members of the older generation, and new arrivals from Italy,
the Italian language largely has fallen into disuse. An Italian language
newspaper has not been published in Galveston since 1913. However, thirdgeneration Italian Galvestonians retain some knowledge of Italian terms
and phrases. The benevolent-fraternal organization has given way to the
social club in the form of the San Giovanni Italian-American Association. This group is strongly associated with the Catholic Church, and
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sponsors religious, social, and charitable functions.
What has been the impact of the Italian heritage upon the society
of Galveston? Italian Americans have contributed significantly to the
growth and vitality of four Christian churches, including the First
Presbyterian Church, the Sacred Heart Church, St. Patrick's Catholic
Church, and St. Mary's Cathedral. These churches in turn, have been influenced by the Italian heritage. most obviously manifested by their participation in Italian traditional religious practices such as the Feast of St.
Joseph and the Feast of St. John.
Perhaps the greatest impract of Italians upon the society of Galveston
Island is the introduction of popular Italian foods and wines. Immigrants
brought their food customs with them. Italian families still serve traditional Italian dinners on Sunday afternoons. Italian restaurants abound
in Galveston, imported Italian foods appear on the shelves of major supermarkets, and Italian wines are on sale at many liquor stores and
restaurants.
There is an ancient Sicilian proverb which states, "Chi Jascia la via
vecchia per la nuova, sa quel che perde e non sa quel che trova'l (Whoever
forsakes the old way for the new knows what he is losing but not what
he will find). In the case of the Italians of Galveston, things have worked
out for the best.
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THE TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE:
PRESERVING EAST TEXAS LAND RECORDS
by Michael Q. Hooks and Jesus F. de 1a Teja

The General Land Office, which manages state lands and collects
fees and other income from the use of these lands, is one of the oldest
of the state agencies. The 1836 Constitution of the Republic of Texas called
for the establishment of a general land office, "with a view to the
simplification of the land system," where land titles would be registered
and where officials could determine which lands were vacant and which
lands were taken by previous colonization activities. In December 1836,
the First Congress of the Republic carried out this directive by establishing
the General Land Office.!
Congress gave the Land Office, which was to be headed by a commissioner, responsibilities affecting the public lands of the Republic. The
commissioner was authorized "to superintend, execute and perform all
acts and things touching or respecting the public lands of the republic."
To carry out this mandate, the commissioner was designated the custodian of all records, books, and papers pertaining to public lands. These
records, located in various offices throughout the Republic, were to be
given to the commissioner through his agents and placed at the capital.
Furthermore, the commissioner was directed to make plats of surveyed
lands, grant warrants to those entitled to them, and issue patents or titles
for the lands. To the relief of those who received land from Spain or Mexico, the legislation confirmed all those titles, provided that all fees were
paid and that the land granted did not exceed one league. 2 As a result
of this law and further legislation passed by the Republic and later by the
State, the Land Office became a major force in the land settlement of
Texas during the nineteenth century.
Today, the records first gathered by Commissioner John P. Borden
and those created by subsequent acts of the legislature are preserved..
maintained, and made available for research at the Archives and Records
Division of the General Land Office. This division was created in February
1984 by Land Commissioner Garry Mauro from the previous Records Division. Setting as his goal the establishment of a first-class archives for the
agency, Mauro appointed the first archivist in the long and distinguished
history of the Land Office. The archivist is developing programs to better preserve the records and to make them more accessible to researchers.
These records are important because they document the original land settlement of Texas beginning with Spain's activities in the eighteenth century and continuing through the state's programs to the late nineteenth
century.

Michael Q. Hooks is Director of the Archives and Records Division of the General Land
Office, and Jesus F. de Ja Teja is Assistant Activist.
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Although plans for the settlement of Texas were not new in the 1820s,
conditions were propitious for their execution. Beginning in the late eighteenth century, individual Anglo-American settlers who found their way
into East Texas, and the Philip Nolan, Gutierrez-Magee, and Long expeditions, all indicated sustained American interest in the territory. The
last Spanish monarchs and the Mexican Republic thus realized the danger
of losing Texas if it were not quickly and more fully settled. Recognizing
the opportunity to gain favorable terms from the Crown, Moses Austin
sought and received permission to settle 300 families in Texas in early 1821.
Dying before he could put the plan into action, his son Stephen F. Austin
took over the leadership of the project and shaped the development of
early Anglo Texas. 3
The agreement between the Crown and Moses Austin was very informal, the government assuming that the laws of the RecopiJacion de

leyes de los reinos de las Indias would govern the settlement of 300 families.
Mexican independence voided the agreement and forced Stephen Austin
to seek a new understanding with the newly established Mexican empire
of Agustin Iturbide. Although the empire did not last much beyond it,
a colonization law was passed that became the basis of subsequent
legislation. 4
Colonization law under the Spanish Crown was encoded in the
Recopilacion. The adelantados or descubridores (colonizers and
discoverers) contracted with the Crown to conquer, pacify, and settle a
region. In return for opening a new province for the Crown, the colonizer
received a broad range of discretionary powers, including naming officials
and passing ordinances subject to royal approval. Settlers accompanying
the colonizers were entitled to tax exemptions and reductions and titles
of minor nobility, as well as lands for farming and home sites. A contractor
was expected to have thirty settlers established within a given period of
time, each with a minimum amount of livestock and poultry. in return
for four square leagues (17,173.6 acres) of land.'
The Imperial Colonization Law of 1823 kept many features of earlier
Spanish law. New towns were to be set out on a grid pattern, contractors
(now called empresarios) received a premium of fifteen leagues and two
labors (354.2 acres) of land for each 200 families up to 800. Settlers were
required to occupy and put their land in production within a period of
two years, and were exempt from all taxes. The emperor's instructions
to Austin drew further on Spanish practice, placing the empresario in
charge of organizing a militia of colonists and maintaining law and order. 6
After Iturbide's empire was overthrown a Federal Republic was
established and a new colonization law became necessary. The law of
August 18, 1824, left most of the initiative with the states, prohibiting
only settlement within ten leagues of the coasts and twenty leagues of the
border with the United States without permission from the national government. The preference for Mexicans, especially veterans of the War of
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Independence, found in the Imperial decree was made more definite in
the new law. Also, more clearly defined was the amount of land that could
be concentrated in the hands of one owner, a maximum of one league
of irrigable land. four leagues of non-irrigated arable land, and six leagues
of pasture, for a total of eleven leagues. 7
Taking these provisions into consideration, the March 24, 1825, Colonization Law of Coahuila y Texas established the guidelines for empresario contracts. Contractors had six years to introduce the required
number of families, "losing the rights and privileges offered in their favor,
in proportion to the number of families they shall fail to introduce."8 The
contract became null if they failed to introduce 100 families. Distinctions
were made in the amounts of land granted to married and single men.
Although colonists were to pay for the land, they had six years in which
to put their lands. into production or face forfeiture, and were exempt from
taxes for ten years.
<}

Of the more than thirty colonization contracts made during the Mexican period, only fifteen were fully or partially fulfilled. Stephen F. Austin
was the most successful empresario. Through his efforts the imperial colonization law was issued in 1823, and he influenced subsequent legislation as welL Austin settled over 1,100 families under five contracts, and
by 1831 had 5,665 Anglo Americans living in his colonies. By 1834, San
Felipe de Austin reported the third largest population of any municipality in Coahuila y Texas. Austin worked hard to integrate Anglo settlement
and Mexican law. He acted as lobbyist for all the Anglo colonists and
arbitrator between the other empresarios. 10
Even before the Imperial Colonization Law was passed, extensive
Anglo American settlements had begun throughout East Texas. As early
as March 1825, Baron de Bastrop estimated there were some 10,000 people living in Texas without the government's permission. "These families,
which have introduced themselves into the country without the government's knowledge, for the most part have established themselves within
the twenty border and ten littoral leagues exempted from colonization by
the law of 18 August [1830]." II Many of these settlers eventually gained
permission to remain on these lands, and on various occasions commissioners were sent out to issue titles. 12
The independent settlers of East Texas also had to contend with empresarios whose contracts covered the older homesteads. In 1825, Haden
Edwards contracted to settle 800 families, but he so antagonized Spanish
and Anglo inhabitants and the political chief at San Antonio that the contract was canceled. 13 More successful in advancing its own interests while
retaining the good will of older settlers was the Galveston Bay and Texas
Land Company. This company was headquartered in New York and was
operated by a group of investors who purchased the empresario contracts
of David G. Burnett Joseph Vehlein, and Lorenzo de Zavala. Although
the contracts were bought by 1830, colonization did not start in earnest
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until 1834, owing to General Manuel Mier y Teran's enforcement of the
Colonization Law of April 6, 1830, which excluded colonists from the
United States except for Austin's and De Witt's colonies. 14 When colonists
began to arrive in 1834, they did so in quick and steady fashion. Between
the autumns of 1834 and 1835, almost 1,100 titles were issued by the company both to new colonists and older settlers who had not received titles.
The growing influx of Anglo American settlers led Mexican authorities
to take other measures aside from the short-lived ban on further immigration imposed by the Law of April 6, 1830. One important measure was
the promotion of Mexican colonies. Already in 1824, Martin de Leon had
received permission to settle a group of families on the lower Guadalupe,
where they established the town of Victoria. The colonization contract
made with James Power and James Hewetson called for at least half the
colonists to be Mexican. The empresarios were to give the inhabitants of
Goliad and other Mexicans a preference in grants. In East Texas many
Mexicans concentrated on purchasing the larger tracts allowed to them
under the law. Speculation in these lands was widespread as lands that
were bought from the government for twelve cents an acre could be resold
for a dollaro's
Because the empresario was considered a businessman contracting
with the government, the actual execution of the titles rested with the commissioners appointed by the governor of Coahuila y Texas. Under Spanish
law the king delegated authority to the viceroy, governors, or other officials to grant lands in his name. After independence this authority became
vested in the executive branch of government. Although the Imperial Colonization Law of 1823 made no mention of what individual was to be
responsible for issuing titles, Emperor Iturbide's decree authorizing
Austin's colony called for the governor of Texas, or a commissioner appointed by him, to place the colonists in possession. 16
Coahuila y Texas' Colonization Law of March 24, 1825, was the first
expressly to create the position of land commissioner. Following previous
custom, matters concerning the granting of land were placed within the
governor's purview. Recognizing the distances involved and considerable
amount of work to be done, the legislature authorized the governor to
commission a knowledgeable individual to oversee land distribution and
surveys. The duties of the commissioners were spelled out in the instructions issued by the governor's office in September 1827. As would later
be the case under the Texas Republic and state, the land commissioner
was to inspect the certificates proving the right of the would-be colonist
to land. The commissioner was to issue land titles, maintain records of
the titles, provide copies to the grantees, make maps for their regions,
and make sure surveys were accurate. Unlike the modern land commissioner, the colony commissioners held a number of other responsibilities.
They were to issue the oath of allegiance to new settlers, appoint surveyors,
select the sites and layoff the streets for new towns, provide for and
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maintain ferries within their jurisdictions. and preside over the election
of town councils. 17
Three types of commissioners functioned in East Texas during the
Mexican period. First there were those appointed to specific colonies. For
example. the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company had one commissioner, George A. Nixon, who issued over 1,000 titles in approximately
one year. The second type of commissioner included those appointed to
issue titles outside the boundaries of colonies. Jose Francisco Madero,
George W. Smyth. and Charles S. Taylor issues 442 titles to lands sold
or granted by the government in East Texas. The third group, though not
strictly speaking commissioners, were the alcaldes (magistrates) of
Nacogdoches, who received authority from the state to grant lands within
their jurisdictions. Between the various issuing authorities in Coahuila y
Texas, some 3,700 titles were distributed. Of these, individuals with
Hispanic surnames received 680. 18
The closing of the land offices in Texas on November 13,1835, marked the end of Mexican control over most of Texas' public lands. It did
not, however, mark the end of Mexican and Spanish influences on the
land system of Texas. All valid titles were accepted and all legal issues
concerning Spanish and Mexican land grants remained subject to Mexican civil law when the Republic adopted English common law for its legal
system in 1840. Another feature of the Coahuila y Texas land system accepted in the Republic, and in force today, is the Texas vara, or yard,
of 33 1;3 inches. The Texas vara was the result of early surveyors agreeing
to standardize the Mexican vara, which lacked a specific length. 19
Land distribution after independence also drew upon Mexican usages.
In establishing the various categories of headrights. the Texas government
made provisions for granting those married men who had arrived before
independence the league and a labor to which they were entitled under
Mexican law. Many East Texas residents, who for one reason or another
had been unable to acquire valid titles during the Mexican period. successfully petitioned the Republic for their lands under the headright provision of the 1836 Constitution. The Texas Congress was later forced to
pass an act "To Quiet the Land Titles within the twenty Frontier Leagues
bordering on the United States of the North," in 1841, in order to settle
the matter of fraudulent claims in that part of the country.20
The principal concern of Texas' government immediately after independence was the national debt. Population and resource poor. the only
asset of the Republic consisted of its lands. Headright. pre-emption, and
empresario grants were designed specifically to answer the population
problem. The issuance of bounty and donation warrants and Confederate
scrip was designed to reward veterans in lieu of monetary rewards. Land
script, as well as a number of special acts, effectively conveyed public lands
for the reduction of debt. Land was also granted in an effort to promote
internal improvements. for instance, canals, railroads, and industry.
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Finally, public land was made available to the counties for education purposes, and special grants were made to the public university system of
the state. 21
Documentation for these grants is preserved at the General Land Office. In the Spanish Collection, formerly the Spanish Archives, the researcher finds that although a few of the land titles record the long rule of
Spain in Texas, the majority show the colonization efforts prior to Texas
independence in 1836. A preliminary inventory indicates that the Spanish
Collection contains empresario contracts, land titles, field notes, family
registers, correspondence, mission property inventories, government communications, reports of officials, and character certificates. At this time,
the primary guide to the collection is the Index to Field Notes, Plats, which
indexes more than 3,700 titles. The index is arranged alphabetically and
gives information on the location of the document, date of title, amount
ofland, colony or commissioner's name, county where located, situation,
original field notes. location, survey number, and miscellaneous remarks.
A valuable source of genealogical information is Gifford White's Character
Certificates in the General Land Office of Texas, which accesses twentyeight boxes of the certificates, dated 1825-1836, required of individuals
who sought to settle in Texas. According to White's survey, the bulk of
this collection pertains to the Department of Nacogdoches, which covered
all of East Texas. Other useful guides are Villamae Williams' Stephen F.
Austin's Register of Families, Gifford White's 1830 Census of Texas, and
colony censes and registers which have been transcribed and/or translated.
Two major projects are underway to make the Spanish Collection
more accessible to researchers. First, a detailed inventory is being made
of the records. The goal is to prepare a descriptive guide which will be
available to other archives, libraries, and individuals. Second, although
the General Land Office has been required by law since 1837 to employ
a translator to translate all Spanish-language documents to English, the
project has never been finished. 22 Our translator has embarked on a
systematic program deisgned to clean up old translations and to provide
translations of those documents previously not done.
The documentation in the Spanish Collection not only serves a
historical and genealogical purpose but continues to be used for surveying and legal matters. Some records, for instance those regarding Pelham
Humphries, whose land lies at the core of the Spindletop oil field, are
in almost constant use. For the most part, however, the Spanish and Mexican records help family and local historians trace the origins of many
East and Central Texas communities and families.
Another major collection is the Land Grant Collection. This collection contains records for the headrights given to the heads of families and
single men who settled in the Republic of Texas; the bounty grants given
for service in the Army of the Republic; the donation grants for special
service during the revolution (in prescribed battles); pre-emption grants
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to those who homesteaded a tract of land; and scrip for Confederate
veterans and for internal improvements, such as irrigation canals, roads,
and ship building. The records are filed by land district, type of grant,
and file number. Land districts were created by legislative act in 1846 from
the counties existing during the Republic. Of the thirty-six original land
districts, part or all of eighteen districts could be found in East Texas,
with the counties of Smith, Cherokee, Nacogdoches, and Angelina in the
Nacogdoches Land District; Rusk County in the Rusk Land District; San
Augustine in the San Augustine Land District; and Tyler, Polk, San Jacinto
and Liberty in the Liberty Land District. 23
The researcher should not stop with the Spanish Collection and Land
Grant Collection because there are other sources of information to be
found in the archives. Among these records are German Contracts, court
of claims reports and correspondence, returns of clerks for county Boards
of Land Commissioners, colony contracts, railroad and canal contracts,
patents, deeds of acquittance, school land files, and scrap or vacant land
files. Within these files, researchers can discover information pertaining
to East and Central Texas lands.
As with the Spanish Collection, the Republic and state land records
can be put to a variety of uses. Genealogists, surveyors, and attorneys
are the primary users. But historians and other scholars can find
information on which to build their studies. Land settlement patterns,
women as grantees, land title disputes. biographical sketches, and land
surveyors are just some of the subjects which can be researched in the
records. And, as always, those scholars who are creative can determine
many other topics which can be uncovered in these records.
The history of Texas is not only the story of its people and its institutions, but also of its public lands. After all, the lands were used to attract
settlers and to encourage economic development. This story can be traced
in the records of the General Land Office. If historians fail to make use
of these documents, they fail to write a complete history of Texas.
NOTES
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I
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
The Association held its twenty-sixth annual meeting in Nacogdoches
on September 23-24. We met primarily at the Pallas Inn, but our reception was hosted at the Blount House by the Nacogdoches County Chamber
of Commerce. We registered 151 persons for the meeting, who attended
seven sessions and an evening banquet and a luncheon. Dr. Lawrence
Zillmer, of the Department of Drama at Stephen F. Austin State University, spoke at the Friday evening banquet on "Writing Historical Dramas;"
Dr. Randolph Campbell, University of North Texas, spoke at the Saturday luncheon on "George W. Whitmore: East Texas Unionist".
We greatly appreciate the attendance of Kent Biffle of the Dallas
Morning News. Kent has attended several of our meetings in recent years
and he always writes an article about our program. This year he wrote
about Dr. Peggy Hildreth's paper, "The Howard Association of Marshall:
Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1873".
The Spring meeting will be in Longview. Dr. Ken Durham,
LeTourneau College, is program chair and in charge of local arrangements.
Others on the committee to arrange the program are: Linda Romer,
Henderson; Bill O'Neal, Panola Jr. College; David Stroud, Kilgore Jr.
College.
Details about registration, hotel reservations, etc., accompany this
Journal. Please get your advanced registration to the office as soon as
possible because it helps greatly in making final plans for the meeting.
The Quilter's Guild of Dallas, Inc., will announce the winner of its
Second Annual Grants for Quilt-Related Projects in March 1989. For information, write Endowment Committee-Grants, Quilter's Guild of
Dallas, 15775 N. Hillcrest, Suite 508, Box 304, Dallas, TX 75248.
The Journals Division of the University of North Texas Press announces the production of a new J ourna!. Military History of the
Southwest will commence publication in the Spring of 1989. Formerly the
journal was titled Military History of Texas and the Southwest, and was
edited by General Jay A. Matthews. The new editors are Richard Lowe
and Ronald Marcello, and Gustav Seligmann serves as book review editor.
Association members Thomas W. Cutrer and Max S. Laie are members
of the Editorial Advisory Board. For information write to the editors at
the Department of History. University of North Texas, Box 13735, Denton,
TX 76203-3735.
The Journal of Confederate History is seeking articles, book
reviewers, and book-length manuscripts for publication in the Journal or
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through The Guild Bindery Press. Honorariums are paid. For information, and a brochure, contact Journal of Confederate History, Box 2071,
Lakeway Station, Paris, TN 38242.
Everett Huffer (l16-33rd St. Dr. S.E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403)
writes that he has available pictures of train depots in Texas. All are blackand-white and postcard form. Cost: $3.
The North American Society for Sport History will hold its seventeenth annual meeting at Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina
on May 27-29. For details, contact Jack W. Berryman, Department of
Medical History and Ethics, SB-20, School of Medicine, University of
Washington, Seattle, WA 98195.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

65

BOOK NOTES

As usual, a great many books come our way for review. In an effort
to give our readers at least some information about as many of them as
possible, given the limited space available, the following are presented in
this section and are noted by the editor.
Since I have been associated with cookbooks of late, I might as well
start with The Eyes of Texas Cookbook, compiled "by the Staff and
Viewers of 'The Eyes of Texas.' " It was published by Shearer Publishing,
(406 Post Oak Road, Fredericksburg, Tx. 78624. 1987. Illustrations, Index.
P. 260.) There is an introduction by Ron Stone, who hosts the popular
television show that shares its name with this book. The book includes
twelve-divisions (Appetizers, Beverages, etc.), including Dessert, which
is divided into fOUf sections - indicating that this is the favorite part of
the meal for many Texans. Contributors of recipes are credited, and each
entry is presented in a familiar, easy-to-follow format.
Another of my interests is the American West, especially Western film,
so I am happy to tell you about the following:
John Tuska, The American West in Film: Critical Approaches to the
Western, (University of Nebraska Press 901 N 17, Lincoln, NE 68588),
brings one of the genre's best known and most important writers into print
in paperback. This book was published originally by Greenwood Press
in its Popular Culture Series in 1985. Tuska's The Filming of the West
remains a standard work in the field. This volume is devoted to the criticism
of Western films, and is not a history of the Western.
l

The Business of Being Buffalo Bill: Selected Letters of William F.
Cody, by Sarah J. Blackstone (Praeger Publishers, div. Greenwood Press,
Inc., 88 Post Oak West, Box 5007, Westport, CT 06881, 1988. Photographs.
Appendix. Bibliography. Index. P. 152. $29.95), is a discussion of one of
the most colorful figures in American History. It presents correspondence
between Cody and his business partners and friends, and shows just how
much of a "business" the Wild West Show became. Except for an introduc~
tion and an appendix, it is all letters, so you may interpret for yourself.
Closer to home, Donald Clarke's, West to Eden: Texans in Hollywood, (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 23069, Austin, TX 78735, 1987. Bibliography. Pictures. Index. P. 182.) discusses more than 200 movie personalities
on both sides of the camera who have made their mark on the motion
picture industry and have some connection to the Lone Star State.
I

The American Civil War continues to be the cause of a number of
books. Recently received are:

Civil War Eyewitnesses: An Annotated Bibliography of Books and
Articles, 1955-1986, by Garold L. Cole (University of South Carolina
Press, Columbia, SC 29208, 1988. Bibliogkraphy. Index. P. 351). There
is a foreword by the distinguished Civil Warrior James I. Robertson, Jr.,
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and an introduction by the compiler. a professor of librarianship at Illinois
State University. The year 1955 was selected because it marked the beginning of preparation for the centennial celebration of the war. Sections
are devoted to works on The North, The South, and Anthologies and
Studies. Nearly 400 items are listed. Typical entries list complete
bibliographic references and in most cases there is an annotation.

The C.S.S. Florida: Her Building and Operations, by Frank Lawrence
Owsley, Jr., (University of Alabama Press, P.O. Box 2877, University,
AL 35486, 1987. Index. P. 309. $15.95) is a reprint of a book published
earlier. It contains a new introduction and a revised bibliography. It is
the story of Confederate raiders that severely damaged the United States
merchant fleet, featuring the vessel mentioned in the title.
Civil War Generals: Categon'cal Listings and a Biographical Directory,
compiled by James Spencer, (Greenwood Press, 88 Post Road West, Westport, CT 06881), lists persons who became general officers during the Late
Unpleasantness. The various lists are by rank; first names; middle names;
hometowns and states; date of birth; month of birth; college - separate
listing for U.S. Military Academy; work before the war; work after the
war; place of death; date of death; month of death; killed in battle - by
battle; killed in battle - alphabetically; killed in battle - by date; and
a section titled' 'Biographs", which consists of a few lines on each person
that contain most of the above in a single place. And it is all indexed. It
is a monument to data processing, and is useful for looking up specific data.

Tom Jones' Hood's Texas Brigade Sketchbook, with an introduction by Col. Harold B. Simpson, (Hill College Press, P.O. Box 619,
Hillsboro, Texas 76645. 1988. Illustrations. $15.(0), is the exact opposite
of the above. The former is without pictures; this one is all pictures, or
at least drawings, of uniforms, equipment, and other things dealing with
most Texan's favorite Civil War unit.
Several books present our state in a literary way for juveniles:

Stay Put, Robbie McAmis, a novel by Frances G. Tunbo, is the eighth
Chaparral Book for young readers issued by Texas Christian University
Press (Box 30783, Fort Worth, TX 76129, 1988. Illustrations. P. 158.
$15.95). It is the story of a "19th century Robinson Crusoe in Texas".
It contains drawings by Texas artist Charles Shaw that illustrate the adventures of a band of youths who are stranded in early Texas.
Martha Tannery Jones' The Great Texas Scare: a Story of the
Runaway Scrape, (Hendrick-Long Publishing Co., P.O. Box 12311,
Dallas, TX 75225, 1988. P. 96, Illustrated. $10.95 Hardcover), chronicles
the troubles of the hundreds of families who moved eastward before the
retreating Texas army and the invading Mexican army during the Texas
Revolution. It features Amanda as its central character and the story
involves her adventures with friends and family in a desperate time in their
Jives and in the life of Texas.
l
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Texas Alphabet, written and illustrated by James Rice, (Pelican
Publishing Company, Inc., 1101 Monroe St. Gretna, LA 70053, 1988. P.
40 Color illustrated), is an excellent teaching tool for young children. Each
letter of the alphabet is illustrated by a drawing that depicts some scene
or character from Texas history, with a brief caption that explains the
drawing.
Great Texas Christmas Legends, by Zeno Zeplin (Nel-Mar Publishing,
HC-2 Box 267-C, Canyon Lake, TX 78133-2705, 1987. P. 121. $10.95
Hardcover), contains stories about the traditions of the most favorite of
all American and Texan Holy Days and holidays. It would make an
excellent gift for the more advanced juvenile.
Two handsome books on the Western writer Will James have appeared.
I grew up on Will James' stories, especially Smoky, Sand, and Lone Cowboy.
Jim Bramlett has written Ride for the High Points: The Real Story of Will
James, (Mountain Press Publishing Co., P.O. Box 2399, Missoula, MT
59806. 1987. P. 242, Illustrated. Photographs.), and William Gardner Bell
has prepared Will James: The Life and Works of a Lone Cowboy (Northland Press, P.O. Box N Flagstaff, AZ 86002 t 1987. Photographs, Illustrations. Notes. Index. P. 130. $39.95). Both are beautifully printed and illustrated, and trace the life and literary career of a writer who won legions
of Western fans before Louis L' Amour put pen to paper.
Finally here are some "useful" books that came our way. All of the
above are of course useful in their own way, but these will come in handy
for checking up on things:

The Texas Alamanc, 1988-89, prepared by Mike Kingston for the
Dallas Morning News (Texas Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin, TX
78767, 1988. Photographs. Maps. Index. P. 640. $8.95), contains all the
data you will ever need to know about OUf state; Ray Miller's Eyes of
Texas Travel Guide: Dallas-East Texas, (Lone Star Books, A Division of
Gulf Publishing Company, P.O. Box 2608, Houston, TX 77252-2608.
1988. Photographs. Index. P. 225. $10.95) will be of special interest to
our crowd; The Roads of Texas, (Shearer Publishing, 406 Post Oak Road t
Fredericksburg, TX 78624, 1988. Illustrations. Maps. Index. P. 170.
$12.i95) with an introduction by Leon Hale, who has traveled more Texas
roads than most of us, can guide you just about anywhere you want to
go with BIG directions; and A Guide to the History of Texas, edited by
Light Townsend Cummins and Alvin R. Bailey Jr. (Greenwood Press, Inc.,
88 Post Road West, Westport, CT 06881. 1988. Index. P. 320. $59.95),
can lead you to all the best archives, libraries, and museums where you
will find Texana galore. In twenty-seven chapters, as many writers will
lead you to the best sources that deal with their assigned topics.
Whew! I know it was a quick survey, but all these folks worked hard
on their projects, and each deserves this venue to let you know of their
contribution.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Border Radio. By Gene Fowler and Bill Crawford. (Texas Monthly Press,
Box 1569, Austin, TX 78767-9990), 1987. Photographs. Bibliography.
Index. P. 282. $15.95.
Out of old habit, I guess, anytime J am driving the roads late at night
I spin the dial looking for XEG or XERA or any of those once-powerful border
radio stations that blasted out messages interesting enough to keep a sleepy
driver awake. Their wattage filled 180 degrees of the globe, reaching to Asia
in the west and to Europe in the east, so for a car radio anywhere in Texas,
these were the clearest stations a listener could find - and the most entertaining. Gene Fowler and Bill Crawford's Border Radio is an instructional
and entertaining history and analysis of that phenomenon. I don't do much
wandering down memory lane, but Border Radio brought back many fond
radio recollections and reminded me of what I am now missing. Most of it
was outrageous and some of it was illegal, but it engaged the mind more than
the monotony that is the bane of our modern airways.
Dr. John R. Brinkley - who transplanted goat testiclesl - was the
originator of border radio as we remember it and was the most colorful of
the early radio hucksters. His aspirations both medical and political being
thwarted in his Kansas home and his radio station under attack, Doctor moved
south across the Rio Grande to Villa Acuna, Coahuila, in 1931 and set up
radio station XER (later became XERA) at 75000 watts, 25000 more than
was allowed in the United States. In 1935 he purchased XEAW in Reynosa,
Mexico, and boosted it wattage to 500,000. In the same year he pushed XERA
wattage to 1,000,000 and that station became the world's most powerful broadcasting system. Hillbilly music, sermons on all seven of the deadly sins,
soothsayings, and healings went all over the world from the border stations
and the Doctor prospered. His empire collapsed finally in t 941 when Mexico
confiscated XERA under the guise of political expediency.
Joining Brinkley south of the border in 1933 was Norman Baker, "the
purple suited sharpie from Iowa." whose specialty was curing cancer and who
built XENT in Nuevo Laredo. Rumor had it that he sometimes broadcast from
his bed while making love to his mistress.
W. Lee O'Daniel was probably the most famous man to use the border
blaster. While he was still a floor salesman in 1937, he bought time on the
100,000 watt XEPN in Piedras Negres and bought a home across the river
in Eagle Pass. In 1938 O'Daniel decided that running for governor of Texas
would promote flour sales. In that campaign the Hillbilly Boys made music
and sold flour over XEPN and Pappy won the race for governorship. As governor he broadcast out of Texas but had transcriptions (records) sent to XEAW
in Reynosa. When Texas stations refused to give him air time, he turned full
time to the border stations and in 1941 sent out enough speeches to radioland
to beat Lyndon Johnson for a seat in the senate. His homey radio style finally failed him, but the border stations carried this flour salesman just about

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

69

as far as a man can go in Texas politics.
The last of the greats borderers was Wolfman Jack, who got managerial
control of XERF in 1960 and between shootouts with Mexican competitors
sold baby chicks, weight (either for gain or loss) pills, dog food. records. a
potency drug called Mr. Satisfy, and roses (to mention a few) in his sexy gravel
voice. From midnight to 4:00 a.m. the King of Border Radio played rhythm
and blues and growled, "Get down and get naked" to a whole generation
of old beats and young hippies and became enough of a landmark of that
era to be invited to play himself in the movie American Graffiti.

Border Radio covers all of those old-time showmen and showgirls.
Cowboy Slim Rinehart and Patsy Montana were a famous singing duo in the
1930s. Rivaling the popularity of cowboy singers and hillbilly bands. who were
punching their music out all over the U.S. and preparing the way for the later
popularity of country and western music. were what were called "spooks"
in the trade. These were the astrologers and psychologists who, one way or
another, predicted listeners' futures for a modest fee. Preachers bought fifteen minute slots and preached, and sang, and hawked prayer cloths or holy
leaves or pictures of Christ that glowed in the dark - also salvation of the
soul, the cure of the body's ills, and the riches of the earth. And the Rev.
Sam Morris, the Voice of Temperance, was there to save the world from demon
Tum.

Between recent international legislation controlling frequencies, which
limited the wattage and therefore distance of transmission, and Mexican broadcasting regulations, which amounted to government control and confiscation.
border radio is just about dead or in Spanish. You should read Border Radio
and see what you missed.
Francis Edward Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University

Cracker Culture. Celtic Ways in the Old South. By Grady McWhiney. (University of Alabama Press, P.O. Box 2877. University, AL 35486), 1988. Illustrations. Photographs. Appendix. Index. P. 290. $25.95.
Cracker Culture is the capstone to the Celtic interpretation of Southern
history, a thesis that Professors Grady McWhiney and Forrest McDonald have
been elaborating for nearly ten years. Briefly stated, their argument is that
Celtic immigrants - people from the western and northern uplands of
England. Wales, the Scottish Highlands and Borders, the Hebrides, and
Ireland - settled the American South and shaped its folkways, values, norms,
and attitudes. Agrarian in orientation, Celtic Southerners, like their British
counterparts, depended primarily on herding. By contrast, English lowlanders,
joined by others such as the Germans who could accept their ways, populated
the American North and developed commercial mixed agriculture. Thus, in
the words of McWhiney, "fundamental and lasting divisions between
Southerners and Northerners began in colonial America when migrants from

70

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

the Celtic regions of the British Isles ... managed to implant their traditional
customs in the Old South. l l (p. xiii)
Relying largely on memoirs, diaries, and travelers' accounts, McWhiney
characterizes Southerners (and British Celts) as "hospitable, generous, frank,
courteous, spontaneous, lazy, lawless, militaristic, wasteful, impractical, and
reckless." In contrast, people in the North (and in the English lowlands) were
"more reserved, shrewd, disciplined, gauche, enterprising, acquisitive, careful,
frugal, ambitious. pacific, and practical." (268) Southerners enjoyed a "leisure
ethnic" while Northerners lived by the •'work ethic." The two groups tended
to be mutually contemptuous of each other, and their cultural differences can·
stituted a major factor underlying the sectional animosities that culminated
in civil war.
The Celtic interpretation has proven extremely controversial (see, for example, the critical article by Rowland Berthoff and McWhiney and
McDonald's reply in the Journal of Southern History of November 1986),
and a brief review cannot deal with it adequately. Suffice it to say that
McWhiney's book is fun to read and that many East Texans of rural Southern
extraction will recognize much of themselves in it. The extent to which those
characteristics are descended from a Celtic ancestry and the extent to which
Southerners truly differ from Northerners remain matters of debate, and probably always will. At the very least, however, the Celtic thesis is a provocative
way of looking at one of the major questions of American History.
Randolph B. Campbell
The University of North Texas

Hoein •the Short Rows. By Francis Edward Abernethy. (Southern Methodist
University Press, Box 415 Dallas, TX 75275), 1988. Photographs. Index.
P. 238. $19.95.

Put it down, if you must, to the maunderings of an old man, but I find
it beguiling that the behavior and beliefs of us common types have been
elevated to the status of folklore. Doubtless the importance of having •'Jived
it" is a contributing factor. More important it is, however, that these
metaphors of a lifetime are recorded for the edification of those not of a certain age - in other words, "the way it was. H
After all, how many actually have known a "high toned" woman or a
church-yard tabernacle or the lanterned arm signals of a train conductor?
This annual volume, the Texas Folklore Society's forty-seventh, is edited,
perhaps not inappropriately, by a man who cherishes and plays with
homemade toys, some of them new, some from days that were, and doubles
on the bass fiddle in the East Texas String Ensemble, a combo act which must
be heard to be believed. Dh yes, and he's also a member of the Texas Institute of Letters, has published short fiction and poetry and, apparently in
spare time, teaches English at Stephen F. Austin State University - when,
that is, he is not in Australia singing and playing folk music, as he did in
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a recent year in celebration of joint sesquicentennials.
You get the picture. Ab Abernethy collects not only homemade toys but
also characters who have a story to tell. This they do, as in previous volumes,
in ways that make folk art something more than dimly remembered conversations around a camp fire or in a family circle of a summer evening.
Max S. Lale
Fort Worth and Marshall

The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza. By Cleve Hallenbeck. (Southern
Methodist University Press, Box 415, Dallas, TX 75275), 1987. P. 269.
$22.50 cloth; $10.95 paper.
The "University Press in Dallas" (later SMU Press) published
Hallenbeck's work in 1949. Their lovingly crafted book won various trade
awards, including a place on the American Institute of Graphic Arts' list of
Fifty Books of the Year. bringing national recognition to an obscure regional
press. This new edition commemorates SMU's seventy-fifth anniversary and
its press' fiftieth. In addition to a facsimile of the original, this edition includes a lengthy introduction celebrating noted printer Carl Hertzog. It also
describes the original publishing effort, notes reviewers' treatment of the book,
recognizes prize-winning illustrator Jose' Cisneros (who contributes new drawings), and publishes the Spanish-language original of Marcos' Relacion.
Fray Marcos' colorful reports of great cities provoked Coronado's famed
walkabout in the American Southwest in the 1540s. Hallenbeck's topic
fascinated earlier generations of historians but intrigues only local enthusiasts
now - did the Franciscan enter present-day Arizona and New Mexico, the
first white man to do so, or did his overheated imagination invent the Seven
Cities of Gold from well south of the present border? Hallenbeck believed
the latter and argued his case convincingly. Arthur Scott Aiton's review of
the original work (American Historical Review, vol. 55, p. 1006) needs no
updating.
All associated with the earlier project lavished attention and talent on
it, producing a beautiful and well-made book. Those ruefully examining latterday products of university presses cannot but recognize the integrity of Hertzog and that small regional press. The new Fray Marcos is not a "coffee table
book" - it is fairly serious scholarship, and this edition (inevitably) lacks
the quality of the original - but this is a handsome, beautifully illustrated
work which would do any collection proud. It presents a graphic picture of
the doughty pioneers of the North-Mexican frontier trails in the sixteenth
century.
D.S. Chandler
Miami University
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The Presidio and Militia on the Northern Frontier of New Spain 1570-1700.
By Thomas H. Naylor and Charles W. Polzer, S.J. (University of Arizona
Press, HilS East Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85719). 1988. Maps.
Photographs. Notes. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. P. 756. $50.00.
The Documentary Relations of the Southwest (DRSW) project dates from
1975. It sought to gather, organize, translate, and publish Spanish documents
pertaining to "northern New Spain." This vast area stretched northwestward
from the 22nd parallel of latitude to EI Paso. The DRSW organized around
three parts - Jesuit, Franciscan, and Civil-Military Relations.
This handsome bilingual volume (English-Spanish) - the first in the CivilMilitary series - deals with the evolution of the presidios as the focal point
of Spanish-Indian relations. Interaction between the military and the Catholic
mission system is also examined.
The documents selected portray life in and around the presidios of
northern New Spain. A presidio was a military base to defend nearby settlers, missions, and silver mines. The most northerly presidio was at EI Paso
where there were settlers and four missions.
The Indians of the north were unlike the more docile Aztecs and other
tribes in southern Mexico. Led by the fierce Apaches, these Indians specialized in warfare among themselves and against encroaching Spaniards. It took
250 years for Spain to stampout Indian warfare in all of northern New Spain.
The authors, aided by computers, skillfully selected documents from the
vast scattered records left by Spain in Mexican archives. Their aim was to enlarge the knowledge of Spainls role in northwestern Mexico. They succeeded
in their project and their goal " ... to publish readable translations into English,
each followed by the original text in modern Spanish orthography." (p. 12)
Introductory comments before each of the book's four chapters added
to the understanding of the reader. The area maps were adequate, but an
overall map of northern New Spain showing important details would have
been helpful to the reader.
Overall, this is an invaluable aid to the study of northern New Spain.

It also serves as a valuable background source for the study of Spanish and
Mexican Texas.
William W. White
Seguin , Texas

Philip Nolan and Texas. Expeditions to the Unknown Land, 1791-1801. By
Maurine T. Wilson and Jack Jackson. (Texian Press, P.O. Box 1684,
Waco, TX 76703). 1987. Illustrations. Photographs. Notes. Maps.
Bibliography. Index. P. 189. $16.95.
The Texas activities of adventurer Philip Nolan from 1791 until his death
in 1801 were instrumental in creating a permanent distrust of norteamericanos
among Spanish officials. He was associated closely with the treacherous
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General James Wilkinson, and even though Nolan's primary efforts were
directed at rounding up wild Texas mustangs for sale in the United States,
it was widely assumed that he was relaying important information to U.S.
officials. On Nolan's final expedition a Spanish force attacked his camp near
the Brazos River. Nolan was killed, his ears were sent to the governor, and
his men were imprisoned.
Most of Nolan's background is obscure, and the confusion was compounded by publication in 1863 of The Man Without a Country. in which
Edward Everett Hale named his anti-hero Philip Nolan. Maurine T. Wilson,
for many years an expert archival librarian at the University of Texas, wrote
her master's thesis on Nolan; she received her degree in 1932, but her exhaustively researched thesis was never published.
Wilson's nephew, Jack Jackson, utilized her papers and researched new
materials in an effort to publish Nolan's story. The result, Philip Nolan and
Texas, is authoritatively documented - the Reference Notes are almost onethird as long as the text. There is a section of eleven contemporary maps,
with a descriptive paragraph about each. Jackson, a gifted illustrator, has
provided several drawings, and there are photographs of pertinent sites.
Although Jackson concludes that "the truth about Nolan is as much a mystery
today as it was when he perished in the Texas wilderness ...," Philip Nolan
and Texas contains the most complete account ever published about the
enigmatic soldier of fortune, and is a useful addition to any Texas history
bookshelf.
Bill O'Neal
Panola Junior CoUege

Confederate Imprints. A Bibliography of Southern Publications from Secession to Surrender. By T. Michael Parrish and Robert M. Willingham,
Jr. (The Jenkins Co., Box 2805, Austin, Tx 78768), 1987. Illustrations.
Index. P. 991. $22.50.
T. Michael Parrish and Robert M. Willingham, 1r. have expanded the
works of previous compilers, Majorie Lyle Crandall and Richard Harvell,
to 9500 "detailed~' entries of cataloged archive material. This edition contains material from several publications plus many newly discovered imprints.
Reference symbols indicate imprint locations in over 1,000 library and
private collections in the United States. Original imprints are housed in over
thirty locations in Texas. Rice University, Stephen F. Austin State University,
The University of Texas, Texas A&M University, and Sam Houston State
University, as well as museums, are examples of locations in Texas.
The introduction contains the history of earlier imprint collections and
describes the difficulties which confronted the Southern printer and publisher.
Newspapers and periodicals are not included in Confederate Imprints due to
a national project to locate and date them separately.
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Confederate Imprints is arranged by Official and Unofficial Publications. Official Publications of the Confederate States of America are listed
by department. State and Indian Tribe documents contain more localized
material. The Unofficial Publications cover military texts, manuals,
miscellanies, biography, and history. Politics, Economics, and Social Issues
contain listings on almanacs, business, agriculture, slavery, and railroad information. Science and Medicine, contemporary Maps of the period, and
Prints are listed separately. The section on Belles-Lettres illustrates Confederate
literary efforts. Music and Entertainment covers operas, marches, play-bills,
songsters, and sheet music. Educational Institutions and Text Books are other
headings. The Religion category has meetings and conventions, fraternal
organizations, freemasons, and brotherhoods.
An appendix enables the researcher to cross-reference Crandall and
Harvell numbers. An analytical index helps locate imprints of specific interest.
Beaumont, Brenham, Crockett, Corscicana, Jefferson, Marshall,
Nacogdoches, Henderson, Huntsville, San Augustine, Rusk, and Tyler are
East Texas cities where imprints were produced.

Confederate Imprints is a valuable bibliographic aide for the scholarly
researcher and Confederate hobbyist. The material is arranged in a clear and
concise manner. This is an excellent source for locating material which may
not be known to exist. Richard Barksdale Harwell, "the driving force" behind
the Boston Athenaeum bioliographic project, praised Confederate Imprints
as "The life of a nation" preserved in print. The current compilers suggest
further research at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. where there
is a "treasure - trove waiting to be mined," (p. 23-25).
Linda Sybert Hudson
Longview, Texas

Their Tattered Flags. The Epic of the Confederacy. By Frank E. Vandiver.
(Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station, TX 77843),
1987. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 362. $12.95 Paper.
Frank E. Vandiver has written an insightful account of the dream of the
Confederate States of America during the American Civil War in Their Tattered Flags. First published in 1970 by Harper's Magazine Press, the book
is the fifth in a Texas A&M Press military history series. Vandiver's perspective is Southern, but it is not biased. He is objective, yet he is sympathetic
toward the traditions, customs, and attitudes of the South that began as a
dream but became a nightmare. He does not seek to apologize for the Confederacy but desires the reader to have an understanding of secession and the
war that followed it.
The book is written in a compelling manner. Vandiver highlights the
military history of the Civil War with the South's social, political, and
economic systems - essential for a full understanding of the war. Interspersing
the battle and home front narrative helps the reader to understand the rami fica-

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

75

tions each had upon the other. Some interesting and. perhaps, lesser known
diplomatic overtures, internal domestic political squabbles, and economic
sacrifices in the South are described. For example, the South's delicate foreign
policy designed to influence English support was interesting because it became
contradictory to the Southern domestic policy needs. The South needed to
strengthen morale with victories not only within its own borders but also in
the North. Invasion tactics, however, were detrimental to foreign relations.
Great Britain could more easily support the Confederacy while it defended
its own territory, but this support dwindled when the South switched to the
role of an invader.
Battles in Texas at Galveston and Sabine Pass, and the domestic scene
in the state are mentioned briefly. but the emphasis of the book is primarily
on the armies in the East, although the Western campaigns are not neglected.
Vandiver succeeded in writing a book that can be enjoyed by novice
historians, is useful to professional historians, and will interest Civil War buffs.
His research is meticulous and complete. and his book can be an important
source of information to anyone making a serious study of the war.
Brian I. Bowles
Jasper, Texas
Why the South Lost the Civil War. By Richard E. Beringer, Herman Hattaway. Archer Jones, and William N. Still, Jr. (University of Georgia
Press, Athens, Ga. 30602), 1986. Photographs. Notes. Bibliography.
Index. P. 582.

The authors of Why the South Lost the Civil War advance the theory
that defeat was inevitable from the very beginning because the South lacked
the will to win. To support this theory the authors explore the effects of the
Union's naval blockade, the states'-rights controversies between Southern
states and Confederate central government, the Southern industry's ability
to supply the Confederate armies, and the leadership of the South. In each
area the authors conclude that the problem was not a sufficient reason for
defeat. They maintain the controversy over states' rights issues was a strength
rather than a weakness, and that the Southern armies at no time lacked
materials or supplies sufficiently to cause their defeat.
Their premise is that the South had no nationalistic fervor to hold them
together. They contend that after the early successes and Northern forces would
not quit, the Confederacy did not have the will to continue a long and arduous struggle. The authors also claim that another factor leading to the lack
of Southern will was the overwhelming religious belief that the South was
engaged in a struggle of good versus evil, but the belief that God was on their
side was not sufficiently powerful to sustain the Southern morale, especially
when the war began to go against them after the defeats at Gettysburg and
Vicksburg in 1863.
Once the South accepted the belief that their cause was hopeless, they
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collectively and perhaps unconsciously lost the will to resist and decided rather
to salvage what they could in peace. The authors contend that the South was
more successful in defeat in gaining a unity of purpose than they had been
when at war.
The book is not for the average or casual reader. It is a book of historical
essays which are long, tedious, and on the whole unconvincing. It will;
however, stimulate debate and perhaps that was the authors' intent in the first
place.
Charles A. Norwood
Jasper, Texas

Embattled Courage, The Experience of Combat in the American Civil War.
By Gerald F. Linderman. (The Free Press, 866 Third Avenue, New York,
NY 10022), 1987. Photographs. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 357.
Linderman explores the nature of courage and its antithesis, cowardice,
in soldiers and civilians in both North and South during the American Civil
War. It was assumed by both sides that the application of moral values to
the struggle would decide the results of the war. Manliness, godliness, duty,
and honor were linked with courage. Linkage of these traits was manifested
in reference by Civil War soldiers to the "honorable death" that would be
suffered in the course of courageous action. Soldiers valued courage. The
general riding his white horse up and down the firing line without flinching
stood out as an example of courage. Most soldiers would not fire at such a
display of courage.
The first shock of the war for the average soldier was the extent and
severity of disease. Both sides suffered waves of disease. Courage might protect the soldier in battle but it could do little aga:inst disease. Despair set in.
The effect of the first cannonball meeting flesh also had its impact. The prewar
concept of heroic warmaking faded. By 1863, with rifled muskets increasing
the range and accuracy of ritle shot and the acceptability of concealing oneself
behind a mound of dirt or a tree, the soldier began to sense that courage was
unsufficient for victory and survival. The soldiers began to move away from
many of their initial convictions. They saw that the death of the most
courageous of the enemy would demoralize those who used the courageous
an an example. Even the devout Christian was shot and killed. No longer did
courage serve as its own reward; attitudes were changing, values shifted, and
disillusionment developed. Killing was no longer morally wrong; it became
a craft.
Linderman follows the breakdown of traditional values of the soldier,
their changing behavior, and their review of the war in later years. Drawing
heavily on leners and memoirs of participants, he reveals the tendency of veterans to revert to the idealism which they had when they first went to war. Ironi-
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cally, he notes, the soldiers who fought in the Spanish.American War thirtythree years later shared the same values as the Civil War soldiers had in 1861.
David S. Weatherby
Henderson, Texas
Judah P. Benjamin. The Jewish Confederate. By Eli N. Evans. (The Free
Press, 866 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022), 1988. Photographs.
Notes. Acknowledgements. Index. Bibliography. P. 467. $24.95.

Judah P. Benjamin immigrated with his family to the United States shortly
after he was born in 1811. He grew up in Charleston, South Carolina,
and studied at Yale University. His days at Yale were brief, and he left under
mysterious circumstances. Benjamin moved to New Orleans, Louisiana, putting disappointment behind him, a pattern that he would continue into
adulthood. In New Orleans. Benjamin labored vigorously to establish himself
in a law practice, married into a leading Creole family, built a prosperous
sugar-cane plantation, and eventually was elected to the United States Senate.
When his state seceded from the Union, Benjamin resigned his Senate seat
and returned to the South where he served as the Attorney General, Secretary
of War, and Secretary of State for the Confederacy. When the Union forces
captured Richmond, he escaped to England where he rose to prominence in
international law and as a member of the Queen's Council.
Evans uses a vast amount of new and overlooked sources to present the
life of Judah Benjamin. He reveals the closeness that developed between Benjamin and the First Family of the Confederacy. He addresses Benjamin's
Jewishness throughout the book with frankness and candor, and reveals Benjamin~s and Davis' changing attitude about slavery as the South was faced
with troop shortages. His treatment of Benjamin during the war is sometimes
weak. however, as he strays from relating Benjamin's role to the discussion
at hand. At times it appears that the author's organization breaks down as
he abruptly drops his topic to follow an unrelated one, then picks up the
original topic in mid-chapter.
Despite these weaknesses this is a successful portrayal of an intriguing
and obscure member of the Confederate cabinet. Through the author's masterful illumination of Benjamin's personality, the reader~s respect is commanded
by Benjamin's ability to rise to prominence despite anti-semitic attacks and
personal setbacks he faced throughout life. The reader is also warmed by Ben·
jamin~s devotion to his family, as revealed in his correspondence.
The biography of Benjamin provides pleasant reading and valuable insight to the man, as well as important information about Jefferson Davis and
the work of his Confederate cabinet.
Carol R. Crim
Nacogdoches ~ Texas
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The Elusive Eden. Frank McMullan's Confederate Colony in Brazil. By
William Clark Griggs. (University of Texas Press, P.o. Box 7819, Austin,
TX 78713), 1987. Photographs. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 218.
$25.00 Hardback: $9.95 Paper.
From the end of the American Civil War to the present, William Clark
Griggs traces the tenuous trail that led the only band of Texan immigrants to
Brazil. Frank McMullan, dying of consumption but with a great dream,
managed to find strength to recruit dissatisfied Central Texans and secure
transportation, food, and shelter for them in the face of almost unbelievable
misfortune, and settle them on fertile land in Brazil.
Griggs began work on this subject as a master of arts thesis and continued it for his doctoral dissertation, so his research was completed before
he put it all together in this readable and enjoyable book. While the story
is not in narrative form and also has many unrelated facts, Griggs manages
to make the reader eager to turn the page to find out what happens next.
An interesting part of the book is the section that tells about the immigrants' ship from Texas to Brazil. The travelers were beset by a shipwreck
and greedy officials, among other things, from the beginning of their journey.
The way McMullan coped with those problems shows his patience, tenacity,
and earnestness.
The book is a little weak in the later chapters, but by then the reader
is so involved that the weakness is almost overlooked. This is an enjoyable
history of a little-known subject.
lack Pirtle
Reklaw, Texas

Famous Texas Feuds. By C.L. Douglas. (State House Press, P.O. Box 15247,
Austin, TX 78761), 1988. Photographs. Index. P. 179. $12.95 Paper;
$19.95 Hardcover.
State House Press, specialists in the reprinting of rare books, has made
another significant contribution to our libraries by reprinting this long Olltof-print study of a half-dozen feuds of Texas history. New materials is limited
to an index not found in the first edition of 1936.
One can not help but compare this work to C.L. Sonnichsen's later feud
books, I'll Die Before 1'11 Run and Ten Texas Feuds. Until the latter work
appeared, Douglas' treatment of the Regulator-Moderator feud of East Texas
was virtually the only one readily available.
Occasionally factual errors will annoy the reader who has some knowledge
of Texas feud history, such as his mistakenly identifying Mason Arnold as
one of the three men lynched in June 1874 during the Sutton-Taylor troubles.
Arnold was the same man as "Winchester Smith" who was killed with Jim
Taylor and Hendricks in late December 1875. In the chapter dealing with the
"Hoodoo War" in Mason County we now know that there were not fifteen
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rangers of the Company D who quit the service rather than pursue the exRanger Scott Cooley; there were only three. This was an error committed by
Ranger J .B. Gillett and which has been repeated by numerous subsequent
writers, including Douglas.
But these few errors are offset by such contributions as the recollections
of Judge H.C. Pleasants' son teHing of the efforts of his father to bring
reasonableness to bear in DeWitt County. These recollecltions of men who
learned of the feud first hand add significantly to the book's value.
Douglas has made a solid effort to present a history of the most noted
of the Texas feuds. He does more than relate a series of ambushes, lynchings, and murders. He goes beyond such violent aspects to analyze social conditions which created the community problems resulting in the feud phenomena
- a phenomena seemingly characteristic of nineteenth-century Texas.
Chuck Parsons
South Wayne, Wisconsin

Indianola. The Mother of Western Texas. By Brownson MaIsch. (State House
Press, P.O. Box 15247, Austin, Texas 78761), 1988. Photographs. Appendices. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 351. $19.95.
Seldom does a major city have a definite beginning and end. For Indianola, Texas, both occurred within less than a half-century.
Brownson Maisch, a native of Victoria, Texas, over the years has compiled a compelling chronological history of Indianola, located on Lavaca Bay.
He traced the birth and death of the city through good and bad times. The
resulting book is a reference work as well as a readable history. Lists of names,
meaningless except to descendents or students of obscure history, find their
way into many chapters. This does not at aU detract from the tale of the city;
it makes the reader realize the painstaking efforts of MaIsch.
Maps inside front and back covers aid in visualizing the lay of the land
and a section of pictures among the appendices gives a better idea of how
the town looked.
Students of storms, railroads, the Civil War, and coastal shipping will
find riches in this book. Specific mention is also made of churches, county
politics,lighthouses, schools, the War Department's camel Experiment, and
many other subjects. So far as possible in a limited book Maisch followed
each subject to its conclusion.
It is an interesting book, to be read more than once.

Jack Pirtle
Reklaw, Texas
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From the Forks of Turkey Creek. By Phebe Young Armstrong. Foreward
by Madelon Douglas Graham (Armstrong, P.O. Box 706, Woodville,
TX 75959), 1987, P. 133. Photographs. $17.00.
Another title can be added to the historical bibliography of Southeast
Texas and Tyler County. and to the Texana purchase lists of historians.
librarians, and collectors. Additions to this area's bibliography are always
welcomed due to the limited number of works, but a special welcome should
be given to this book.
Phebe Young Armstrong. a descendant of early Tyler County families
and a Woodville resident, has accomplished a task that many historians find
difficult. With the written word, she has made history come alive for present
and future generations. The author provides a descriptive view of life in Tyler
County from the 18405 to the 19305 and a source for researchers of accurate
accounts of activities, now lost in the collective memory and long ago replaced
by modern conveniences, such as yard cleaning with a Dogwood brush broom,
syrup and candle making, butter churning, and cleaning lamp globes.
The book does have a dual ingratiating style. In certain sections, it reads
as a standard narrative history such as the chapters on heretofore unpublished
subjects of Sulphur Springs near Peace Tree Village, the Blue Hole, Lake Tejas, Twin Lakes. and the Neches River Sheffield Ferry. In other sections, it
is the art of folklore at its best, such as the chapters on the Dog Days of Summer and the celebrations for the Fourth of July, Halloween, and Christmas.
Another feature of the book is the family history included on the surnames
of Mann, Pedigo, McCalister, Holland, and Cruse, to name a few.
There are two criticisms that need to be noted. Dates are often missing
and the reader must guess at the approximate time period being discussed.
Characters, who are without doubt well known in Tyler County, are left
unidentified for the general reader. Both problems could have been corrected
easily.
From the Forks of Turkey Creek will become a classic reference for the
history of traditions of Southeast Texas, and despite its being authored for
a local audience, it should acquire a broader readership. It has been rumored
that Mrs. Armstrong is presently at work on a second volume, Beyond the
Forks of Turkey Creek, which will include history and folklore of the Big
Thicket area. This reviewer encourages her to complete that work and looks
forward to the results.
Robert L. Schaadt
Sam Houston Regional Library &
Research Center, Liberty
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